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ABSTRACT 


The purpose of this study was to investigate the influence 
and contributions of John Walker Barnett in the field of education in 
Alberta. The work deals mainly with the years from 1918 to 1946 - a 
period of twenty-eight years of service as General Secretary of the 
Alberta Teachers! Alliance and the Alberta Teachers! Association, 

Although Barnett's main interest was in teacher welfare, 
his work in the professional organization of teachers was related to 
other aspects of education as well, When John Barnett immigrated to 
Canada, he brought with him a working knowledge of teacher organ- 
ization which he had acquired as president of a local group of the 
National Union of Teachers in Surbiton, England. This experience 
proved helpful to him and his associates in establishing and organizing 
the teachers! group in Alberta. 

In this study some attention has been given to the political 
and economic conditions which existe< during Barnett's tenure of office 
and which related specifically to educational processes, The study 
reports on Barnett's activities in connection with the Canadian Teachers' 
Federation, the A. T. A. Magazine, and the Bureau of Education, An 
account of the part which Barnett played in the two pater teacher 


strikes during his incumbency is outlined. Barnett's personal views 
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on a number of issues are also discussed, However, a large part 
of the study was devoted to Barnett's efforts to build up the member- 
ship in the Alliance, to secure recognition for the Alliance and to 
promote the further professional development of the teachers of 
Alberta, 

The last chapter summarizes Barnett's contributions to 
education and to the teachers of Alberta. 

The activities, the perceptions and the value system of this 
well-known leader in education have been systematically examined 
and recorded with the hope that the results may be of some value to 


future educationists in Alberta. 
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CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


To the left of the entrance in the main foyer of Barnett House 
hangs a painting of John Walker Barnett which reminds the visitor 
that the teachers of Alberta have honored one of the founding fathers 
of their association. Beside the painting hangs a plaque which bears 
this inscription: 


This building which bears the name of Dr, John Walker 
Barnett, the first general secretary-treasurer of the Alberta 
Teachers! Association, was officially opened on June 16, A.D. 
1962, by a distinguished life member of the Association, His 
Honour, Dr, J. Percy Page, Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Province of Alberta. 

John Barnett!s courage and vision were essential elements 
in the formation of the teachers! organization to which he gave 
his boundless energies from 1918 to 1946, Ina very real sense 
the functional design of the structure reflects the practical 
spirit of the man whose name it bears, 

Barnett House stands as a symbol of the important part 
played in our society by the teaching profession, 

As teachers, we dedicate this building to Alberta's most 
important, most exciting, and most loved asset - its children, 


The curious visitor might wonder what John Barnett did to 


merit such an honor, 


Purpose and Scope of The Study 


It is the purpose of this study to inquire into and record the 


work of John Walker Barnett in the Alberta Teachers! Alliance (later 
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called the Alberta Teachers! Association), More specifically, the 
work gives special consideration to Barnett! s contribution to building 
up the membership in the teachers! organization, 

A brief biography describes John Barnett! s early life in 
England, his family background and his education, An insight into 
his personal qualities is necessary in order to appreciate his motives 
for action, His interests in life and his teaching career in both 
England and Canada are discussed, The biography concludes with an 
account of the tributes and memorials which the teachers of this pro- 
vince have made in appreciation of his work, 

The study gives a concise historical outline of the National 
Union of Teachers, the British organization of which Barnett was a 
member in England, This is of particular interest because there is 
evidence that the National Union of Teachers was used as a pattern for 
the Alberta Teachers! Alliance. Reference is made to the political 
and economic conditions which influenced the origins and development 
of the Alliance. 

Barnett! s personal views are analyzed in the light of their 
relationship to his duties as general secretary and to his work in 
improving the welfare of Alberta's teachers, In addition, Barnett's 
contributions to the Bureau of Education, the Canadian Teachers! 
Federation and the A,T.A. Magazine are assessed, A study is also 


made of his other accomplishments in the area of teacher welfare such 
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as salaries, pensions, and security of tenure, The two major teacher 


strikes of Barnett's period are given special attention. 


Need For The Study 

The writer felt the study was justified for two reasons, One 
justification is that the value systems and perceptions of individuals 
in positions of leadership in organizations are worthy of investigation. 
Educationists need such knowledge about the rationale which motivates 
these leaders in decision making. Another justification of the investi- 
gation is that it is timely. Some of the sources used in the study 
would no longer have been available if this account of a great educator 
had been delayed. At the time of writing this study, the role played 
by John Barnett in the development of the Alberta Teachers! Alliance 


had not been formally recorded, 


Sources of Information 

Valuable information for this study has been obtained from the 
memoirs of Barnett's pea cbiatens many of whom are past presidents 
of the Association, from such documents as the records of the Alberta 
Teachers! Association and from the newspapers of the day. The 
publications of the Alberta Teachers! Association were the primary 


‘sources of information, while historical studies of Alberta and its 


lor a list of memoirs see the Bibliography p. 136. 


J - 3 o 7 
y - 5 
F 
< Pee 7 
t . ‘ te ah i ~~ 
te ~ » 1, 


tedose) 10¢6a1 owl oiT oun Ye / 


sO 2108897 owt tot senizent asw <aiea od? ne este oat 

: a RW ebea? onl | 
slenbivibat to smoitgsoreq bas emotaye Sulsv edd epcen itslitites, 
FO RR 3 ie ny epee ee as 

snoiregitesvas _ eireoes ots anoitssinggro: sere sp ; 


Se a; hy 
sotev torr parrngy slanoitss silt wods sgbelwont dade boon 8 
cD - Splieees: eta apseghinin es 
“heave oi to notte ititect, vodionA *Bablecns noieiaeb at & 
1.24 Ta, Ore en? eae toe 
lke exit ni boas seo7v0R edi to emroe +Viersit ai i ted? e 
so SS ag Aly seme sides BORED 
totsoube bintas s to ta0998 aids # 2 ee eae ‘eved tegnol on | 
-2 uo ‘tae erent 
bevsiq olor oat «bute aid? gaitinw to emit ont tA ebeysieb ms: 
eG e- eae yee mes 


onsisitd twreiisaet areedth od to aban Soca 


a Mg oo a. 


edd mort benisido aed esd eine wi 2 
ainsbieeiq tesq st% modw Ye Sa 


stisdlA edt to shaman: edt a6. | 
odT) web edt to ecoqeqewen 
|. yrseming on? stow. noltsioossA 1 


GB % -44 whet D Seevnte gg 


Aa , i ale 


educational system in the form of theses provided information about 
the A, T, A. and the Alberta School Trustees! Association, 

Much valuable reference material was obtained from the offices 
of the National Union of Teachers in London, England, in the form of 
pamphlets, booklets and photostatic copies of monographs, Asher 
Tropp! s book The School Teachers, 2 a historical account of the Union, 
was also very helpful for this phase of the study. Other texts used 
Epon tee by J. W. Chalmers which supplied material on the history of 
both schools and teachers of Alberta. Supplementary data were 
obtained from oral and written communications with relatives and 


persons whose past activities qualified them as sources of information, 


Definition of Terms and Contractions 

Alberta Education Association. (A. E.A.) This term refers to 
the organization of university personnel, clergymen, officers of the 
Department of Education and teachers, which existed from about 1911 


to 1946, 


one Tropp, The School Teachers (London: Heineman Ltd., 
1957), 


33,W. Chalmers, Schools of the Foothills Province (Toronto: 
University Press, 1967). 


Jy W. Chalmers, Teachers of the Foothills Province 
(Toronto: University Press, 1968). 
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Alberta School Trustees! Association, (A.S.T.A.) This term 
refers to the organization of members of school boards the purpose of 
which is 'to provide a medium of communicating to the Minister of 
Education the views of the people of the Province on educational ques- 
tions and of pressing the same on his attention, '' and 'to consider all 
matters having a practical bearing on education and on the school 
system, iP 

Alberta Teachers! Alliance (Association), (A.T.A.) This 
term refers to the organization which includes as its members only 
those teachers holding a valid Alberta teaching certificate and employed 
by a publicly controlled and supported school system, The name was 
changed to Alberta Teachers! Association in 1935, 

Annual General Meeting. (A.G.M.) This term refers to the 
annual meeting (held during Easter Week) of delegates of Locals of the 
A.T.A., the purpose of which is to instruct the Executive Council, to 
establish policy by adopting resolutions and to listen to reports of 
officers and committees. It has been called ‘the parliament of the 
A. T, A.'! It is now called the Annual Representative Assembly. (A.R.A.) 

Boards of Trustees, Each school district and each school 


division in Alberta has, as its policy-making body a board of members, 


55.H. Fleetwood, "Chairman's Address,''! Report of the 


Proceedings of the First Provincial Schoo! Boards! Convention for 


——s oe eee 


Alberta, Edmonton, January, 1907, pp. ll - 12. 
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varying from three to seven in number, elected by the ratepayers of 
the district or division, and known as the School Board or The Board 
of Trustees, 

Canadian Teachers! Federation, (C.T.F.) This term refers 
to the national organization of teachers in Canada consisting of pro- 
vincial organizations of teachers with the role of "co-ordinating 
information and promoting co-operation among the provincial 
affiliates, e 

Provincial Government, This term refers to the Legislative 
Assembly and/or the Cabinet of the Government of the Province of 
Alberta, (The Alberta School Act, 1905). 

Teacher, The School Act of the Province of Alberta states 
that a teacher is 'a person holding a permanent or temporary certifi- 
cate of qualification as a teacher issued by the Minister under The 
Department of Education Act." 

The Teaching Profession Act. (T.P.A.) This term refers to 
the legislation passed in 1935 and the amendments thereto in 1936 
giving the A, T. A. power to discipline its members, making member- 
ship in the Association compulsory and granting the recognition of 


the Association as a professional group. 


Se M, Paton, The Role of Teachers! Organizations in 
Canadian Education (Quance Lectures, 1962.) «Deed < 
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United Farmers of Alberta. (U.F.A.) This term refers to an 
organization of farmers which became actively engaged in the political 
life of the Province of Alberta. The U. F.A. formed the government 


which was in power from 1921 to 1935, 
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CHAPTER II 


THE LIFE OF JOHN WALKER BARNETT 


Family Background 


John Walker Barnett was the seventh son ina family of four- 
teen children born to Reuben Thurlby Barnett and his wife Mary Ann 
Walker, There were six girls and eight boys, one of whom died in 
infancy. Reuben Barnett and his wife resided in Grantham, Lincoln- 
shire, England and it was there on August 28, 1880, that John Walker 
Barnett was born, His father was a wheelwright by trade and a lay 
preacher in the Methodist Church where the children all gathered 
each Sunday to listen to their father preach and to sing in the choir. 
It was, no doubt, there that John developed his good singing voice 


which was to assist him later in his career. 


Early Life and Education 

John Barnett received his early education at the Grantham 
Wesleyan School and the Grantham Technical Institute. The son of a 
wheelwright in England at the turn of the century did not have the 


opportunity to attend university. However, young Barnett was a 


lInformation regarding Barnett's early life was supplied by his 
widow, Mrs. Charlotte Barnett, personal interview, November 4, 1968. 
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9 
bright boy who was determined to get ahead. In 1896 he was offered a 
jobasa pupil-teacher“ in the school which he had first attended, An 
older brother, who had already become ateacher, persuaded John to 
accept the offer, That Barnett proved to be a satisfactory assistant 
is demonstrated by a letter of recommendation written by the Head 
Master in 1900 after Barnett had been a pupil-teacher for four years, : 
After competing successfully in the Queen! s Scholarship Examination, 
he entered Westminster Teacher Training College in London at the age 
of 20. He graduated in 1902 with a First Class Parchment Certificate 


issued by the Board of Education of England and Wales, : 


a The term pupil-teacher was first used by Kay-Shuttleworth in 
England in 1846, His scheme to foster the training of teachers was 
copied from a similar system in use in Holland, Selected boys and 
girls were offered stipends to become indentured as pupil-teachers, 
The teachers who trained them received special grants for giving the 
pupil-teachers seven and one half hours of instruction per week before 
or after school hours. Pupil-teachers were expected to spend the five 
and one half hour school day in teaching or some related activity. mer 
Majesty's Inspectors examined them each year and after an apprentice- 
ship of four or five years, the pupil-teacher was allowed to compete 
for Queen's Scholarships at training colleges. This system was a con- 
siderable improvement over the Bell- Lancaster Monitorial system, 
but was regarded even by Kay-Shuttleworth himself simply as a temp- 
orary measure to bridge the gap between the Monitorial system and an 
efficient permanent method of training adult teachers. H.C, Barnard, 
A History of English Education From 1760 (London: University Press, 
TOG ape LOD. 


3 
See Appendix B for a copy of the Head Master's letter and 
other letters of recommendation which have been kindly supplied by 
Mrs, Barnett from Barnett Papers. 


4 
J. W. Barnett, Statement of Qualifications from Barnett Paper Se 
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Barnett was what may be referred to as a generalist in educa- 
tion, His wide range of abilities and interests enabled him to acquire 
proficiency in many areas, While a pupil-teacher at Grantham, he 
taught science, art, shorthand and music, Later he earned a Teacher's 
Certificate in vocal music from the Tonic Sol-fa College in London, 
His interest in science led him to enrol in a six-month course at the 
Battersea Polytechnic Institute. He also earned First Class Certifi- 


cates in Art and Manual Training while at Westminster College. 


Teacher In England 

Barnett began his teaching career as a full-fledged Certified 
Trained Master at the Wesleyan Higher Grade School in New Bromp- 
ton. 5 His next teaching post was at the Queen's Road Council School 
in Wimbledon where he remained for one year. In 1905 Barnett moved 
to Aldershot where he was employed as an Army Schoolmaster at the 
cavalry brigade garrison school for a year anda half, He then taught 
at Surbiton in the Tolworth Council School — a position he was to hold 
for the next six years. 6 It was while teaching there that Barnett 
became active in the National Union of Teachers of England and Wales. 


He had been a member of this organization for several years when, in 


*See Appendix B for letters of recommendation. 


Barnett, loc. cit. 
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1908, he became Vice President of the Surbiton and District Branch, 
He was advanced to the Presidency in 1909 —- a position he held until 
immigrating to Canada in 1911, z 

On December 26, 1906, John Barnett was married to Charlotte 
Neuss, a London girl whom he had met while at Westminster College. 
Their two oldest children were born in Surbiton, a son, Bernard John 
in 1908 and a daughter, Ethel in 1910. Two other children were born 


2 


in Edmonton after the family came to Canada. 


Immigration To Canada 

Lack of educational opportunities for his children was the chief 
motivating factor in Barnett's decision to leave England, He was 
encouraged by a friend John R. Geeson who had previously emigrated. 
Barnett wrote to the Deputy Minister of Education for Alberta, D.S. 
MacKenzie, who assured him that there would be a teaching position 
open for him. RS he sailed from Southampton leaving his 


, 10 
wife and children behind and arrived in Canada in May, 1911. 


Teacher In Canada 


John Barnett's first teaching post in Alberta was at Park Hill, 


8a.T.A, Magazine, Vol, I (February, 1921), p. 16. 


OBAd. ment by Mrs, Barnett, personal interview, November 4, 
1968, 
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2 
a one room rural school near the town of Lougheed, Perhaps his 
experiences there prompted him to champion the cause of rural 
teachers, Most of the amenities to which he was accustomed in Eng- 
land were lacking in rural Alberta at that time. However, he remained 
at Park Hill from June to December 1911 at which time he secured a 
position as Supervisor of Music with the Edmonton Public School 
Board, After six months in Edmonton, Barnett felt secure enough of 
the future to send for his family, His wife and two small children 
arrived in June, 1912, and took up residence at Alberta College North 
where Barnett had accepted a position as vice-principal that same sum- 
mer. a After spending one year at Alberta College, he became princi- 
pal of the commercial department at Strathcona High School, where he 
commenced duties in September, 1913. There he remained until he 
took over the position of full-time general secretary-treasurer of the 


12 
Alberta Teachers! Alliance on July 1, 1920. 


Interests 
John Barnett was a man of great physical endurance and no 
account of his life would be complete without some reference to his 


athletic prowess. He was a strong swimmer and won a cup ina 


Utpid. 


Ma. T.A., Magazine, Vol, I (June, 1920), p. 25. 
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Swimming race at Grantham in 1899, He was captain of the Swimming 
Team at Westminster College in 1901-02 and held a certificate for pro- 
ficiency in long ee Swimming granted by Charles Newman, Swim- 
ming Expert. Le As a young man, he was full of bounce and energy and 
loved the challenging competition of a game. While teaching at New 
Brompton in 1903-04, he played football in the Southern League. Le 
His interest in this sport continued even after coming to Edmonton, 
Hicks gives the following description of Barnett in action. "John was a 
much feared full back who had some professional experience from 
playing with the Aston Villa team of the English Soccer League, His 
opponents soon learned that he was a formidable foe and warned their 
teammates to pass the ball before he could hit them. This wasa 
lesson to be learned over the years by all and sundry who chose to 
injure members of the A, T. eee 

John Barnett also enjoyed duck hunting, camping and gardening, 
but above all these hobbies, ranked his affection for his dogs, Hicks 
elaborates: 

The devotion of English people to pedigreed horses and dogs 


is proverbial and it is not surprising to find that the Barnett 
household was a sanctuary for noble dogs, Their famous Collies 


: 3B arnett, loc, _ cit, 


LS aerifis oa c Magazine, Vol, | (February, £921)5. pea tO. 


133 O, Hicks, "Reminiscences'' (Unpublished memoir, 
February, 1967), p. 14. 
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14 
were accorded an honorable place as members of the household 
and acted towards guests like the patricians they actually were 
- - - for were they not the very last to bid their master goodbye 
on his road trips and the very first to announce his return with 
vocal demonstrations of wild delight, 16 

Although it would seem that Barnett!'s waking hours were completely 
filled carrying out his duties as general secretary, still he found time 
for a game of billiards or chess with his friends, During the year of 
1945-46, Barnett was president of the Edmonton Chess Club and was 
presented with a hardwood chess board by the members, 

Barnett! s interests and abilities were by no means limited to 
physical activities, His musical and artistic talents, fostered from 
childhood, provided much enrichment to his own life as well as to the 
lives of his family and friends. Speaking of the Barnett home, Hicks 
says: 

If perchance one were fortunate enough to be invited as a guest 
to the Barnett's home, it was impossible not to feel the distinc- 
tive and inimitable old English courtesy which pervaded, Good 
talk, the best in music and art - these constituted the intellectual 
background and enjoyment, 


Of Barnett himself, Lazerte says, 'John was whole-heartedly devoted 


to his family; he was a genial host; he was an interesting conversation- 


i 
alist," 


16, O, Hicks, In Memory of John Walker Barnett (Printed 
memorial anthology), p. 18. 
17 
Ibid. 


SP NL, E, Lazerte, In Memory of John Walker Barnett (Printed 


memorial anthology), p. ll. 
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15 
Though Barnett derived much satisfaction from his wide range 
of activities, it is safe to say that his greatest source of gratification 
was his work, During the early years of the Alliance's history, the 
job of general secretary entailed a great deal of travelling to contact 
rural teachers, Probably one reason that John Barnett was so succes- 
sful in this phase of his work was that he loved to travel. No doubt he 
travelled thousands of miles in rural Alberta, but his trips were not 
confined to this province only, He made many trips across Canada 
attending Canadian Teachers! Federation conventions, However, his 
longest journey was made in 1936 when he returned to England as a 
delegate to the World Federation of Teachers convention in Cheltenham, 
Mrs, Barnett accompanied him and they spent three months visiting 
relatives and old friends before returning to Canada. Pe The following 
quotation sums up Barnett!s interests: 
A tireless organizer and champion of Canadian Teachers; 
A philosopher deeply grounded in study, experience and inter- 
course with other minds. A lover of fine dogs, diverse books 
and good music; A ruthless, intrepid chess-player; A 
virtuoso of billiards whose mastery few of us (but still a few) 
dare to challenge; A man most happy in his home and garden 
nevertheless, a jovial companion on long journeys and in strange 
hostelries; A strong debater and a councillor of long vision; A 
graceful dispenser of cigarS. « good cigars; A connoisseur 


of life's wholesome things - merriment, duck-hunting, rare 
steak, fine arts, keen argument; A stubborn Englishman anda 


19 statement by Mrs, Barnett, personal interview, November 
4, 1968, 
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true son of the west, 20 


Retirement and Death 

As early as 1940 the Association had entered a period of unrest 
which culminated in the open rebellion of the A.G.M. against the 
general secretary. Criticism of the Executive Council generally and 
of the general secretary specifically by some of the A. T. A, members 
eventually led to the demand for Barnett's retirement. The delegates 
to the A,G, M. denounced the Executive Council for abusing expense 
accounts by running up long distance telephone bills unnecessarily and 
charging the expenses of personal business to the Association, The 
admission in the council Pes that general unrest prevailed was 
proof enough that the criticism had become wide spread. a A new 
generation of teachers was making it plain that they were no longer 
satisfied with Barnett's services, 

Over the years, attempts had been made at various times <—— 


even during the Twenties—to provide an assistant for the general 


aS Greeting to J. W. Barnett from some friends at the close 
of twenty-eight years' service for the C.,T.F., June, 1947, Ethel 
Coppinger, Davi Shannon, E,N, Crutchfield, Otto B. Millar, Hilda K. 
Kinney, Eric C, Ansley, E.A. Braithwaite, C. Wayne Hall, GE. 
Tingley, C.J. Oates, George Watson, Charles Peasley, E.=. Hyde, 
A. J.H. Powell, Marian Gimby, W.A. Rea, G. Elliott, J.G. Niddrie, 
Gordon G, Harman, H.C. Newland, A. Rosborough, D, L, Shortliffe, 
L.B. MacNaughton, B. W. Harrigan, E, Floyd Willoughby, H, E. 
Smith, H.D, Ainlay, Cedric O, Hicks, M,E, Lazerte, C. Sansom. 


21 aiperta Teachers! Association, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, July 3, 1943. 
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17 
secretary, but Barnett consistently rejected the idea, Since he did not 
wish to share the limelight with any one, he claimed he needed no help, 
Powell ghd us Barnett! s thoughts on this matter: 

His attitude, tacit but unmistakeable, [sic] was 'I made this 

organization, I remake it every year, It's mine, and no 

Johnny~come-lately is going to take over any of it,' That was 

why, until his final year, he could not be persuaded to take a 

deputy~secretary into his office, 
: Though Barnett claimed to have built and re-built the Association each 
year with his membership drives, Chalmers avers that 'he had not 
built the Association single-handedly, but he had been the one indis- 
pensable man in the organization. 23 Nevertheless, there began to he 
heard rumblings of discontent among the "young Turks" of the A, G.M. 
and at the 1940 Easter convention they passed a resolution recommend- 
ing that an assistant to the general secretary be appointed, It was 
hoped that this measure would pave the way for Barnett's retirement, 
but nothing came of it, The older Executive Council members recalled 
Barnett!s sacrifices and struggles during the Great Depression for the 
life of the Association; they remembered his long tiring trips over 


muddy roads to save some teacher's job and they hesitated to press 


for his retirement when he seemed reluctant to give up the position. 


22a, J.H. Powell, 'The Alberta Teachers! Alliance'"! 
(Unpublished memoir, 1962), p. 31. 


oop W. Chalmers, Teachers of the Foothills Province 


(Toronto: University Press, 1968), p. 175. 
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18 
It was a touchy situation, but the Council did go so far as to pass the 
following resolution in 1941: "Resolved that since the general secretary 
has reached Batok ee he sit for a photo at the earliest opportunity. om, 
The Council also set up a retirement benefit for him, hoping that this 
measure would be an additional hint to retire, Although the A.G.M. 
continued to pass resolutions in favor of the retirement of the general 
secretary, the Executive Council continued to ignore them thus prov- 
ing that in the final analysis, the Council held the real power. And 
hold out it did — until December, 1945 when Barnett finally submitted 
his resignation as general secretary to become effective on August 3l, 
1946, a For one year following, he would continue to serve as honor- 
ary secretary at $100 per month with the understanding that he would 
enter complete retirement in August, 1947, And thus the vexing pro- 
blem of his retirement was finally settled. The Edmonton Bulletin 
printed a three column headline, 'Champion of Teaching Profession, 
John W. Barnett Ends Service, '' above a lengthy article of praise, 
along with his picture. a The Edmonton Journal carried this 


editorial: 


4 . 
Alberta Teachers! Association, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, April 18, 1941, 


25 
Ibid,, December 15, 1945. 


2 6 amonton Bulletin, September 4, 1946, p. 9%. 
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The retirement of John W. Barnett as general secretary of 
the Alberta Teachers! Alliance [sic] brings to an end a long 
career spent in the service of the schools and teachers of the 
province, 

The condition of Alberta teachers — especially in rural 
districts — is still a hard one; but it has improved enormously 
since 1911, the year Mr. Barnett started teaching in this province. 
For this improvement much of the credit is due to him, 

As the leading spirit of the A. T., A. during many years, he 
battled to secure higher salaries, better living conditions and 
security of tenure for all teachers, In these efforts he gained a 
very considerable measure of success, He was also largely 
responsible for the eventual recognition of teaching as a profession. 

Mr. Barnett's activities, however, have by no means been 
directed exclusively to the advancement of his fellow-teachers, 
He has also worked to raise the standards of the profession, to 
lengthen and improve the training courses, and to modernize the 
curriculum, in both elementary and high schools, In this field 
too, many of the changes of recent years have stemmed from sug- 
gestions made by the A. T.A. and its secretary. 


In 1946, the A. G.M. honored the Barnetts by presenting them with a 
silver tea service. The University of Alberta decided to award to 
Barnett the Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree which the Executive Coun- 
cil of the A. T. A. had recommended he receive in 1941. 28 However, 
‘the degree had to be awarded posthumously as Barnett died suddenly on 
June 29, 1947, of a gastro-intestinal disorder after an illness of only 


29 


five days. 


ol dmonton Journal, May 1, 1946, p. 6. 


ao Abeta Teachers! Association, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, January 4, 1947. 


9 Statement by Mrs. Barnett, November 4, 1968, 
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20 
Tributes 
It is regrettable that Barnett did not live to write the book he 


30 res 


had planned dealing with educational-autobiographical subjects. 
order to compensate for this loss, an attempt was made to print each 
year inthe A, T.A, Magazine, articles and editorials dealing with sub- 
jects the book might have contained, Thus for several years after 
Barnett! s death, the March issue of the magazine appeared with a 
picture of Barnett on the cover and its contents were dedicated to his 
memory, 

Another tribute appeared in the form of an annual scholarship 
to teachers who wished to improve their qualifications, A fund had 
been started in 1938 when the Association set aside three $1000 amounts 
to be used for library, research and scholarship. 31 These funds had 
been gradually accumulating until 1946 when the first scholarship of 
$300 was awarded in the name of John Walker Barnett, ae This scholar- 
ship has been awarded annually ever since. However, in recent years 
the amount has increased considerably. In 1967 a $2400 Fellowship in 


Education was awarded in Barnett's name, 33 while the Barnett 


30-amonton Bulletin, September 4, 1946, P-9 


1 . 
Alberta Teachers! Association, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, December 28, 1938. 


ae 
Ibid,, September 7, 1946. 


33 ‘ 
Chalmers, op. cit., DP. 240, 
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Fellowship in 1969 for intramural doctoral study amounted to $3600. 34 


Barnett! s colleagues created many monuments to his memory, 
but the most tangible evidence of their esteem found expression in the 
naming of the ee eicltiler! buildings after him, The first Barnett House 
was officially opened by Dr. M.E. Lazerte, past president of the 
A. T.A., on November 24, 1951. His dedication address stated in part: 


- « - teachers, school board members and public alike know that 
the outstanding figure in the A,T.A., the dominating personality 
in the organization from 1917 until his death on June 29, 1947, was 
Dr, John W. Barnett, who, with industry, patience and fearless- 
ness worked day and night, in season and out for both the improve- 
ment of the teachers! economic and social status and the welfare 
of general education in the province. . .-e 

We meet here today to open officially Barnett House... . 
How he should have loved to see this building that marks the ful- 
filment of his dreams. ... Inow have the honor of naming this 
building Barnett House and the pleasure of asking Mrs, Barnett 
to present to Mr, Eric Ansley general secretary of the Alberta 
Teachers! Association the key of Barnett House, a key that, ... 
will ever serve as a reminder of all that her late husband's 
idealism, courage, industry and loyalty did for this association 
throughout the many years he served as its chief executive officer. 

I am pleased to declare Barnett House officially open as the 
present and future home of the Alberta Teachers! Association and 
to dedicate it to the service of education in Alberta. 


Lazerte!s prediction that Barnett House would be the future home of 
the A.T. A. was short-lived. The remarkable growth of the Associa- 
tion rendered that building inadequate within ten years. A second 


Barnett House was named after Dr. Barnett and dedicated to the 


eGhine cea Teachers! Association, Fellowship and Scholarship 
Brochure, 1968-69. 


35, T,A, Magazine, Vol. XXXII (December, 1951), p. 13-16. 
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children of Alberta in 1962, 36 The spacious offices of the new Barnett 
House were a far ery from the office John Barnett kept in his spare 
bedroom in 1918, but even this new building has been added to recently. 

Another memorial appeared in the form of a small paper- 
covered pamphlet entitled In Memory of John Walker Barnett. This 
anthology, compiled by Barnett's colleagues and close friends, opens 
with the following poem by John Burke: 

To John Barnett - 


He was strong - 

The strong are many. 

He was wise 

But many men are wise, 

His wisdom and his strength 
Were rare 

Only in this, 

That both were used for others, 


He was of all men fearless, 
Yet knew 

So well 

The fears of little men 
Caught fast 

In the tyrant- grip 

Of yesterday. 


He did not fear To-morrow, 
And Today 

He used 

For wider sowing. 


Up to the last he toiled 

For our growing. 

Let us, who stay for harvest - 
In our yearning - 


6 
3 Supra, Chapter I, p. l. 
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Still follow in the furrow 
Qf his turning. 


Opposite the poem is a picture of Barnett followed by the eulogies of 
his confreres, In the book, M,J. Coldwell, Member of Parliament 
for Rosetown-Biggar, summarizes Barnett! s contribution briefly: 


John's self-sacrifice, his dynamic personality, his courage 
and his judgment were recognized by all who knew him... . 
The best memorial that could possibly be raised to any man is 
the legacy of improvement in the lot of his colleagues and his 
fellow-men, John Barnett left a memorial to last as long as the 
teaching profession remains in the country and in the province 
which he loved, 3 


Among various other tributes by good friends such as Lazerte, 
Powell and Hicks, and professional associates such as Coldwell, Low 
and Casey, there is the citation by G.F. McNally with which the book 
closes, This citation was given by the Chancellor of the University in 
conferring the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws posthumously on 
the late Mr. John W. Barnett at Fall Convocation, October 18, 1947 


in Convocation Hall: 


The Senate of this University, at its February meeting, 
granted the Degree of Laws, honoris causa to John Walker 
Barnett, for many years General Secretary of the Alberta 
Teachers! Association, I had the privilege and honor of inform- 
ing Mr. Barnett of the Senate's action and of formally inviting 
him to accept the degree. On two other occasions only did I see 
him so deeply moved. Ina voice filled with emotion, he said he 
would be happy to accept the honor, realizing that in honoring 
him the University wished to pay a tribute to the great profession 
to which he had given his life. 


21 ober Burke, In Memory of John Walker Barnett (Printed 
memorial anthology), opposite frontispiece. 


38M, J. Coldwell, In Memory of John Walker Barnett 


(Printed memorial anthology), p. 16. 
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In the meantime his work has been completed and he has gone 
from us, 

John Walker Barnett was born in Grantham, Lincolnshire sixty- 
seven years ago. He came of vigorous north country stock and of 
a family of teachers. Not so long ago his oldest brother retired 
after a distinguished career as a headmaster. After training at 
Westminster College, he was certified and entered upon his teach- 
ing career, He taught for some time in the Army College at 

' Aldershot and at Surbiton before coming to Canada. In 1911 he came 
to Alberta and at once began to work as ateacher, He brought with 
him a firsthand knowledge of the work of the National Union of 
Teachers and soon reached the conclusion that the teachers in this 
country were handicapped by the lack of a similar organization, 
When the Alberta Teachers! Alliance came into being, it was 
natural that Mr. Barnett's knowledge, experience, enthusiasm and 
faith should be enlisted in the direction of the infant organization. 
From that time, the history of the Association was largely a history 
of the activities of John W. Barnett. In journeyings, often in perils 
of floods, in perils of the wilderness, in perils of dirt roads or no 
roads, he carried on, Though progress was slow, indifference 
great, and opposition powerful, no one ever heard John Barnett 
complain or say a disloyal word of those he had set out to serve, 

He was largely instrumental in the formation of the Canadian 
Teachers! Federation, the national organization, He persuaded 
Legislatures to make important changes in The School Act and 
played a part in drafting such legislation as The Teachers! 
Retirement Fund Act and The Teaching Profession Act, He served 
on the Department's Liason Committee on Teacher Training, 
which later evolved the plan of Teacher Education now in effect in 
this Province. As a member of the Survey Committee which was 
responsible for our present University Act, and later asa member 
of the Senate of this University, he played his full part. 

So then, as an able teacher, as a man of great courage and 
singleness of purpose, asa fearless fighter, asa champion of the 
weak and defenceless, as a matchless leader and as a gallant and 
upright gentleman, we honor his memory and confer on him 
posthumously the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws. 


Three years after his death an additional memorial was 


dedicated to Barnett's memory by the teachers of Alberta in the form 


7 geen McNally, In Memory of John Walker Barnett (Printed 
memorial anthology), p. 22-23. 
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25 
of an honorary membership in the Alberta Teachers! Association, This 
is the highest award and the greatest honor which the organization 
bestows, John Walker Barnett was the second person to receive an 
honorary life membership in the Association, The first was awarded in 
1949 to Dr. Clarence Sansom. Barnett'!s honorary membership was 


conferred posthumously in April, 1950, ad 


Summary 
Barnett! s tombstone in the Edmonton Cemetery bears this 

simple epitaph, ''The reward of a thing well done is to have done Tee 
This quotation from Emerson's New England Reformers is a fitting 
tribute to a hardy pioneer in education. Although Barnett's demise 
was somewhat premature, he did live to see most of his goals for the - 
Association fulfilled and no doubt he derived a great deal of satisfaction 
from his accomplishments. 'Few men indeed have left such an endur- 


ing mark on the educational system of our Bre vine des and it is safe to 


say that he will be remembered as long as the Association lasts, 


40 ser Teachers! Association, Members! Handbook 
(Edmonton: The Alberta Teachers! Association, 1968) ps IH 


4 
4, 1968. 


Statement by Mrs. Barnett, personal interview, November 


ee ta ont om Journal, May 1, 1946, p. 6. 
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CHAPTER III 
EUROPEAN ROOTS OF THE ALBERTA TEACHERS! ALLIANCE 


The National Union of Teachers 
Although the calling or occupation of teaching dates back to 

antiquity, the organization of teachers into professional groups is a 
comparatively recent phenomenon, One of the first of these organiza- 
tions was the Educational Institute of Scotland founded in 1847 and 
chartered four years later, According to Paton it 'is said to be the 
first teachers! areas in Europe with a valid claim to represent 
most of the teachers in a legally constituted system of “pReiPasin More 
than twenty years later, in 1870, the National Union of Elementary 
Teachers of England and Wales was organized with J.J. Graves as its 
president, In his first presidential address to the N.U.E.T. Graves 
stated the general philosophy of the organization in these words: 

We inaugurate in founding this National Union of Elementary 

Teachers, no aggressive association, We desire to assail nobody. 

We do desire to think and act as reasonable and educated men; to 

advocate improvements in our educational schemes and machinery 

to look after the welfare of the nation as far as elementary educa- 


tion affects it, and at the same time try to advance our own 
interests, convinced that by the elevation of the teachers, we 


1 5; 
J.M. Paton, The Role of Teachers! Organizations in 
Canadian Society (Quance Lectures, 1962), p. 24, 
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elevate the value of education, and accelerate the progress of 
civilization. 


The year 1870 was an important one for British teachers 
because it was not only the birthday of their Union, but also the date 
of The Education Act which gave the teachers considerable freedom and 
independence. It also gave the teachers a new employer, the School 
Board. However, the inauguration of this act posed the problem of 
how properly qualified teachers were to be found to fill the large num- 
ber of new schools which would be created by the division of the whole 
country into school districts. Graves feared that in order to meet the 
demands, the Education Department would lower the standards of 
certification and thus impair the quality of instruction, He felt it would 
be better for all concerned if temporary teachers were recruited and 
permitted to teach without certificates until properly trained profes- 
sional teachers were available. Graves welcomed The Education Act 
even though he viewed it as only one part of a general scheme to con- 
solidate and improve the education of the country. He believed that 
the advancement of teachers! interests was paramount and looked to 
the Union to raise the status of teachers by bringing pressure to bear 


on both the government and on the teachers! immediate employers. 


2A, Tropp, The School Teachers (Quoting from the Educa- 
tional Reporter, December 1870), p. 108. 
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28 
Aims and Structure of the N.U.T. 

Graves and his colleagues were interested in raising the educa- 
tional level of the country as well as improving working conditions of 
the teachers, -They therefore set forth the objects of the Union as 
follows: 

1) Control of entrance to the profession and teachers! registration. 
2) Recruitment of teachers to the Inspectorate, 

3) Gaining of the right of appeal. 

4) Superannuation. 

5) Revision of the educational code. 

6) Gaining of security of tenure, 

7) Freedom from compulsory extraneous duties. 

8) Adequate salaries, 

9) Freedom from obnoxious ei enone 

The original constitution of the N.U.E.T. ensured continuity of 
principles and practices. ‘To secure an unchallenged tenure of office 
through Vice-Presidency, Presidency and Ex-Presidency the members 
occupying these three positions are declared elected for their districts 
without election, The number of elected members is correspondingly 


peducedadly Standing committees were set up to take care of finance, 


erie erpe 112. 


a eaatee Watson (ed.), Encyclopedia and Dictionary of Educatiay, 
Vole (Londons i3ac), p, lol, 
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29 
education, law and tenure, salaries, organization and legislation, and 
superannuation, ' Each committee was to be chaired by a member of the 
Executive with provision also being made for the setting up of special 
committees for special interest groups, Meetings were to be held once 
a month on the first Saturday, and the official organ of the association 
was named The Schoolmaster, a publication which was to exert consider- 
able influence on the Alberta Teachers! Alliance, During the first 
twenty-five years of its existence, the Union labored within this consti- 
tutional frame-work to accomplish its basic aims. In two areas, it 
may be said that the Union gained complete victories — the ending of 
payment by results and the establishment of a pension scheme. How- 
ever, no progress was made in controlling entrance, in teachers! 
registration, in security of tenure, or in obtaining adequate salaries, 
Thus it seemed that no great progress had been made but the years 
from 1873 to 1892 might be looked upon as a period when the Union was 
marshalling its forces. Membership was built up and methods of 
exerting pressure on school boards and on government were developed 
— two features which were to produce great gains under President 
Yoxall between 1892 and 1924, 

Meanwhile, in 1889, the Union had dropped the word Elemen-~ 
tary from its title, and is today known as the National Union of 
Teachers, Although this association is now open to all teachers, it is 


still the chief representative of elementary teachers, but itis by no 
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30 
means the only teachers! group in England, Special groups of second- 
ary teachers have set up their own organizations, namely the 'Joint 
Four'' consisting of headmasters, headmistresses, assistant masters 
and assistant mistresses, There are many other associations of 
teachers in Colleges, Universities and Technical Schools as well as 
the National Association of Schoolmasters whose present membership 


is approximately 20, 000. 2 


Accomplishments of the N.U.T. 


The N.U.T. has taken a leading role in advocating and formulat- 
ing good educational policy even if this role meant conflict with the 
government where ae affecting the work of the schools and the 
welfare of the children were concerned, Evenas early as 1922 the 
N.U.T. was striving to secure a highly qualified, publicly recognized 
independent, learned Profession by attempting to reform the system of 
training teachers and by trying to regulate the supply. Surprisingly 
enough, there was also talk of equal pay for mistresses and masters 
working in mixed or boys! departments and the setting up of a Court of 
Appeal to guard against unjust dismissal of teachers, The Union has 
consistently held to the principle of non-denominationalism in order to 


avoid religious disputes, but at the same time has condoned religious 


oc. Baron, Society, Schools and Progress in England (London: 
Pergamon Press Ltd., 1965), p. 72. 
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31 
teaching in the schools. Because the N.U.T. has always averred 'that 
the teaching profession is, or should be, one and indivisible", c it has 
therefore never given any recognition whatsoever to special groups of 
teachers such as Church School, Secondary, Primary or Board School 
teachers, These principles of impartiality, the sound basis on which 
the union was established, and its intelligent, dedicated leadership 
have all contributed to the phenomenal growth and unequivocal success 
of the Union. In 1965, Armytage, referring to the National Union of 
Teachers, stated that the teachers in Britain "had established the 
strongest association of teachers in the world and endowed it with one 
of the most lucrative organs of the educational ees Kratzman 
sums up the accomplishments of the Union in 1963 by stating that it: 

. . - had established a retirement fund for teachers, had offered 
protection and free legal advice for members, had exerted con- 
siderable influence on the administration of elementary schools, 
on teacher preparation programs and on the establishment of pro- 
fessional standards for teachers and undertaken an active program 


to improve salaries and raise the status of teachers and teaching 
in Britain. 


6Watson, lOpemeits » Pp. L158. 


“Ww. H,G. Armytage, Four Hundred Years of English Education 
(Cambridge: University Press, 1964), p. 157. 


8a, Kratzmann, "The Alberta Teachers! Association: A 
Documentary Analysis of a Professional Organization, '' Unpublished 
Ph. D. dissertation, University of Chicago, 1963, p. 34. 
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The Alberta Situation 
The foregoing is a brief resume of the organization of which 

John Walker Barnett was a member in England and which was to be an 
important influence in the establishment of the teachers! association 
in Alberta. When Barnett immigrated to Alberta in 191l, he was 
appalled at the lack of organization of the teachers and the deplorable 
conditions under which teachers were attempting to carry on, Powell 
describes their plight: 

There were no salary schedules worth the name, and no such 
thing as collective bargaining. At the beginning of World War I 
the Edmonton School Board had unilaterally and without consulta- 
tion with the teachers voted a stiff percentage of their salaries to 
be contributed to a national servicemen's welfare fund, The 
teachers had no organization capable of either opposing or redres- 
sing such brigandage. While the stresses of war raised the price 
of everything, there were no channels of negotiation for pay 
increases, 

Throughout the province the outlook was discouraging. 
Children of grade ten standing were teaching rural schools by 
letter of authority, and a mixed bag of recruits from east and 
south was offering very patchy service. School buildings were 
poor and cold, supplies meagre, books at a minimum, playground 
equipment nil. 

Barnett soon put his past experience in the N. U.T. to work in Alberta. 
He had served as president and vice president of the local branch of 
the Union in the town of Surbiton where he had taught for six years. 


Thus he was well aware of the value and need of such an organization 


in Alberta. He was strongly backed by men of vision such as Misener, 


7A, J.H. Powell, ''The Alberta Teachers! Alliance!! (Unpub- 
lished memoir, 1962), p. 24. 
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33 
Leppard, Stanley and Peasley as well as by many of his fellow colleagues 
who had immigrated from the British Isles during the pre-war years. 
These latter, because of their teaching experience in England as mem- 
bers of the N.U.T. expected aggressive leadership and support from 
their organization in Alberta. They were qualified teachers who accord- 
ing to Inspector Thibaudeau were 'much better trained in music, draw- 
ing, manual work and literature than our own or eastern teachers, fu 
In other words, many of these British teachers were professionals and 
their influence was felt in the development of the Alberta Teachers! 
Alliance, These pioneers resolved that they would establish a truly 
professional organization which would be comparable to the associa- 
tions of doctors and lawyers. Accordingly, Barnett and his cohorts 
set out to build an Alliance which would achieve and maintain a proper 
balance in three main areas: the setting of professional standards of 
conduct for members, the maintenance of a proper scale of remunera- 
tion and proper working conditions, and the formulation of policies in 
regard to the work in which the members are engaged, m 


Ever since the Alberta Teachers! Alliance was organized in 


10p, H, Thibaudeau, Seventh Annual Report of the Department 
of Education of Alberta (Edmonton: The King's Printer, 1912), p. 49. 


stmustade Percy (ed.), The Year Book of Education (London: 


Byane Bros, Ltd, ,. 1932), De 280. 


wy 


oy ih a end uv »@ 
. ot Pt hs ae Z 
‘ ° A = 1 y ‘y* aS “ou, " 
-. vi -, ie TL a +e i oe 
oS oe 
-peupesiloo wollset einf to- yes ai PY} How en yolnsot es ya 
=f : a apt -- 
-OTHSY T4ew~Stq SHI sya total nist edkigeoehiceergt aie 
Bi x. oe 4 na] x 
~mon es basigad wi sonsizagee gstidoset nasi to eauaned sat E91 


moxl tsoqque bus qide tebsst vines aeons’ Be i e 


_ =v en 7 ‘ 
ay ; ——_ e _ a - 
-brooos-odw evedogst-beRilsip stow yout media ni notataage ti ft 


- ? : ; ’ id _ , p cs 7 sac 
~werh ,shaver ai boaiges } sotted diogscrt" ore wash sotsaqeat 08 3 


. « cs la in 4 e573) a 
nN - 2 oh a ; 
| 7 » a 8 i 

N .8Ton3 59? 1193850 10 ‘awe.t 0 neilt prutatstil-bas snow preneye 
“ » J ~pay = se basi 


ne» eg 
n§ alsnoiges aad ba 19W weal sot 2 deitix€ owed No mcr sshroe-se 


269T s dodta od ins iagmnqoloveb ox) at $182 enw Ww 99) aus 
; "y he ar 8 j id > - 


4 
i 
x: ‘ 4 


‘14 6 deHdsise bi DOW X29 alt — aon en eas eeodiT 
> : : a ee 


~ti20ee% odd} of elds1squai2 ad blvow li ae nolteninagre i 


, — - A. 


eitolos ei bas HenrsG Ne, gnibro20A~ ae 
we 


ice 
alla os ' 


. @ a 


teqorq « nisinisor bag ev sidos | bisow dol $9 


~ 


lo ebusbhaate lenoises store % iene fou: ea nese 


> bas 
-stenucies to sleoe Leqox1g & to osagadinisits 2a sed dims 


| Ms : tt 
ai aeioiiog to aoke iyarto + ad ria oer Ww Teqoxg 


sz aes ~~ 
AT bo = 7 5 . a 
> a ee | oe 
of 35 yl ie 
: ’ wat 
1 7 
VAT, ‘ bar on 3 
. “a nal 


\ gpesur ages oct oid ko stogs. Yous 9V.35, 

WE ag (ASIRL retairt ® ‘gait edt: Oto ney, 
+] od c ae be oe!) mm bess ane oe * 

: 7 rity ce Z = 


r 


if i? 


34 
1917, there has been a great deal of talk about professionalism in 
Alberta, Much time has been spent in trying to define the professional 
person as opposed to the non-professional, Paton lists the following 
criteria: 


1) He has specialized knowledge. This means that his work 
makes intellectual demands upon him; that he must retain a scho- 
larly, inquiring attitude; and that he must constantly take responsi- 
bility for important decisions affecting the personal lives of people. 


2) He uses specialized skills and techniques. Despite the fore- 
going emphasis upon the ability to conceptualize and to generalize, 
a profession has a practical side involving techniques that can be 
taught to others, provided they already have the basic intellectual 
equipment, 


3) He serves society and people. A professional person is 
motivated by a desire to help people and to serve important social 
ends, Because of this and in view of the two characteristics 
already mentioned, he works best independently, with a minimum 
of supervision from fellow- professionals and without interference 
from lay men, 


4) He has a corporate voice. Professionals are strongly 
organized in order to attain and to maintain high standards of 
admilesion to, and competence in the practice of their chosen pro- 
fession. 

When John Barnett began his career in Alberta, teaching could 

hardly be called a profession, He, and no doubt many of his col- 
leagues, could meet Paton's first three requirements, but they lacked 


the fourth — a "corporate voice!' that would speak for the teachers as a 


body. Accordingly, they began to agitate for this rioht.. Their first 


12 Paton, ope cit., pp. 19-20. 
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35 
attempt in 1916 to form an exclusive teachers! organization was abor- 
tive chiefly because it was entrusted to School Inspector George Gorman, 
a member of the Alberta Education Association, Chalmers says that 
"choosing a school inspector for this purpose appears to have all the 
logic of an early Roman Christian appointing a lion to look after his 
life insurance; predictably, nothing came of such action, "3 However, 
the teachers! next attempt proved more successful, At the 1917 
Alberta Education Association convention, George D. Misener, in spite 
of opposition, introduced three resolutions which started the young 
Alliance on its way. Kratzman describes the resolutions briefly: 

G.D. Misener of Edmonton and C,E, Leppard of Calgary were 
appointed acting president and vice-president of the Alliance; a 
small sum of money to cover necessary initial expenses was 
voted from the treasury; and the two nominees were given autho- 
rity to choose a general secretary-treasurer, As well, these two 
elected officers were assigned the task of drafting a suitable con- 
stitution for the Alliance. To assist them with this task, they 
chose John W. Barnett, teacher at Strathcona High School, Edmon- 
ton, as Secretary- Treasurer, 
Objectives of the Alliance 
Had it not been for Barnett! s courage and determination, it is 


quite possible that the Alberta Teachers’ Alliance, frail craft that it 


was, might have capsized and gone under. He had often been heard to 


lave W. Chalmers, Schools of the Foothills Province (Toronto: 
University Press, 1967), p. 437. 


14x ratzmann, op. cite, p. 32. 
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say 'Give me something to aim at and I' 11 aim at it. Te He now had 
specific targets to aim at and throughout his entire career as general 
secretary-treasurer from 1918 to 1946 he aimed at four main objectives: 

1) Building up membership in the Alliance. 

2) Improving economic welfare of its members by improving 
salaries, pensions, housing and tenure, 

3) Securing recognition from school boards, government, 
university and Department of Education officials. 


4) Improving teachers! qualifications, 


—— ET 


Basically, the struggle to achieve these aims is the story of the 
growth and development of the A.T,A. A comparison of Barnett's 
objectives with those of the N.U.T. reveals many similarities such as 
(1) educational objectives, (2) official organs, (3) government recogni- 
tion, (4) professionalism versus trade unionism, 

It is the writer! s contention that the educational objectives of 
Graves and Barnett were similar. Graves believed that by advancing 
the interests of teachers, the progress of education would be acceler- 
ated, Barnett devoted much of his time and energy to improving the 
lot of the downtrodden rural teacher. No distance was too great, no 


roads were too bad, no problem too trivial for Barnett. Ifa teacher 


1S Statement by Mrs, Barnett, personal interview, November 4, 


1968, 
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37 
needed help, he did all within his power to see that help was given, 
Graves also believed that there was a great deal of apathy among 
teachers, It was his thesis that if teachers would "only call out loud 
enough and often enough'' some of their complaints would be heard and 
attended to. Barnett believed the same and always encouraged teachers 
to make their demands known, When they did, he was never too busy 
to listen, 

Another similarity between the N,U.T. andthe A. T. A. may be 
noted in the publication of a magazine. The N.U.T. began printing 
The Schoolmaster soon after its initial organization took place and it 
was published weekly as early as 1872, Barnett continued to subscribe 
to this periodical for many years after he came to Alberta and there 
is no doubt that he used it as a model for the Alberta teachers! maga- 
zine, Inthe July,1920 issue of the A,T.A, Magazine, Barnett quoted 
two letters from The Schoolmaster to overcome the inertia of getting 
a Symposium started. His purpose was to generate interest in the 
exchange of ideas on the teacher status problem, by encouraging people 
to write letters to be printed in the Symposium Column and thus help to 
disseminate the idea that teaching was a profession. 

Another common problem of the two groups was attempting to 
secure recognition from the government. Both groups felt that effective 
representation of educational interests in parliament was necessary in 


order to ensure that legislation favorable to teachers would be passed. 
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38 
Shortly after its organization, the Union appointed a Parliamentary 
Committee whose function it was to influence Parliament by means of 
deputations and interviews, Tropp states that by 1900 three of the 
N.U.T. leaders Gray, Yoxall and Macnamara — all gifted speakers, 
were elected to the House of Commons and were pressing the views of 
the Union in the House, iS In 1931 two of the leaders of the Union were 
again members and 414 Union members were sitting on local education 
committees, 17 Several teachers became members of the Legislative 
Assembly of Alberta in 1935 when the Social Credit Government came 
into power. Indeed, some teacher members even became cabinet mem- 
bers. However, the situation which was to affect education to the 
greatest degree oe that the new Premier and Minister of Education 
Mr. Aberhart, was an ex-high school principal, It was now anticipated 
that the government would recognize the professional aspirations of the 
teachers. 

There has always been a certain degree of ambivalence within 
both the N.U.T. and the A,T.A. with regard to professionalism versus 
trade unionism. Although the influence of labor unions was quite strong 
in the early years of the Alliance's history, the founders avoided the 


error of including the word "union" in the name of their organization, 


ep Popp, Op. cit., pe 152, 


17 
Percy, op. cit., pe 278. 
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Chalmers states that one of the speakers at the 1918 Annual General 
Meeting of the Alliance was a member of the American Federation of 
Teachers who urged Albertans to affiliate with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor as his group had done. Even though nothing came of the 
Suggestion, it is a well known fact that the A, T, A. has been greatly 
influenced by the philosophy and techniques of the labor movement, 
The N.U.T., by including the word 'union'' in its name has laid itself 
open to doubt in the minds of some. At its first conference in 1870, a 
representative from the Nottingham Teachers! Association proposed 
that the N.U. T. should be organized on the principles of trade unionism; 
but "without those objectionable features which had made a limited num- 
ber of those saver tout dive odious to the country.'' These Nottingham 
Resolutions were accepted by the 1872 conference of the N.U.T. and 
resulted in the resignation of W. Lawson, the secretary. In his 
letter of resignation, he wrote that 'the uneasy feeling that is now 
abroad respecting strikes and combinations has caused grave suspicion 
in many quacretaas However, the Union continued to operate on the 
non-militant guidelines which had been set forth by the 1870 conference, 
the only concession made being that members agreed to the accumula- 
tion of a reserve fund and to the appointment of a paid secretary. At 


the same time, hostility between the teachers! Union and a large 


er poDs, ‘op. cit., p. 112. 
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section of the middle classes was forcing the teachers into greater co- 
operation with the working class associations. The 1895 conference of 
the N.U.T. turned down a proposal to affiliate with the Trades Union 
Congress but two years later agreed to send financial help to striking 
quarry workers at Penrhyn, 19 Furthermore, The Schoolmaster 
reported in 1893 that various district associations had attempted to 
work with trades councils and in 1922 the National Association of 
Primary School Teachers at Birmingham did affiliate with the T.U.C. 
The N,U.T. has never become directly affiliated with the T.U.C. but 
in 1942 the two groups did work together in order to secure 'immediate 
legislation to provide equality of educational opportunity for all children 
and thus ensure that they should be equipped for a full life and democra- 
tic Lie ae ey 

The N.U.T. and the A, T.A. are similar to regular trade 
unions in that they are both concerned with the working conditions of 
their members. Moreover, both groups attempt to obtain their 
rights by exerting pressure. In the past, the N. U.T. has exerted 
pressure on the Education Department, on parliament, and on the 


employers in order to improve working conditions.*! As stated 


pid, pe 150. 
20Ipbid., p. 240. 


2libid.,, pe 137 
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4] 
earlier, the improvement of the economic welfare of teachers has been 
one of the four main objects of the A, T. A. and certainly this is what 
Barnett labored long and diligently to accomplish. Working conditions 
for teachers are extremely important as the strain in teaching is very 
high, That class load is one of the chief factors related to strain, is 
recognized by most educators, As early as 1918 the Executive Council 
of the A. T. A. passed a resolution stating that the Minister of Education 
be informed that the A. T. A. recommended that the class load not 


exceed 35 in graded schools or 25 in ungraded schools. 


Differences Between the N,U.T. and the A, T. A. 

Fewer differences than similarities between these two organiza- 
tions are apparent. The chief difference noted is unity in Alberta as 
opvosed to sectionalism in Britain, As mentioned previously, the N.U.T. 
is only one of many British teachers! associations which are organized 
according to sex (masters and mistresses), grade taught (primary, 
elementary, secondary) or type of school (Church School, Board School, » 
University) whereas in Alberta and western Canada generally, the 
trend has been for all teachers to belong to the same group. For 
Alberta teachers, there is only one provincial organization, the A. T.A. 


and one national group, the Canadian Teachers' Federation. 


Summary 


From the foregoing remarks, it is evident that Barnett used his 
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42 
knowledge of the British teachers! organization in the development of 
the Alliance, The influence of the N.U.T. is much in evidence on every 
hand, In referring to the N, U. T. McNab says: 

This progressive teachers! organization in Britain seems to have 
served as a model for the Alberta Teachers! Alliance both in its 
constitution and in the formulation of its policies, Although the 
Alberta association adopted some of the terminology of the 
American Teachers! Federation in the establishment of Locals and 
later Sub- Locals and was for a time forced to use organizers in 
the extension of its membership, it steered its course away from 
any affiliation with organized labor, towards the goal of By SONS 
professional organization recognized by the government. 
Although some consideration had been given by the Executive Council 
to affiliation with labor as stated above, nothing came of it, chiefly 
because Barnett was opposedtoit. The 1919 A.G.M,. had instructed 
the general secretary to prepare a report on the matter, butsthisedirec= 
tive, no doubt, got 'lost' in Barnett! s files as the following quotation 
from Powell's memoir suggests: 
On occasion. . . John would be confronted in Annual General 
Meeting or in Executive session with an instruction or an order 
which he could not argue down and had to accept. If he did not 
like it as an A.T.A. policy, he would bury it in the files. 
Kratzmann also acknowledges the American influence on the A. T.A. 


to a certain extent, and states that 'The major influences on the A. T.A, 


apart from the catalytic conditions in Alberta came from abroad, The 


2 

K. McNab, "A History of the Alberta Teachers' Association, '! 
Unpublished Master's thesis, University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1949, 
Pe9. 


23 
Powell, op. cit., p. 31. 
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43 
AFT in the U.S, was creating appealing headlines at the time, and the 
accomplishments of the British National Union of Teachers were being 
propagandized by immigrant British teachers. John Barnett, an English- 
man, was named as first secretary of the A, T.A. and he left an indel- 
ible imprint upon the organization after thirty years of forthright and 


dedicated service. ned 


ag Kratzmann, ''A Vision Vindicated,'' Phi Delta Kappan, 


XLV (March, 1964), p. 289. 
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CHAPTER IV 


BUILDING UP MEMBERSHIP IN THE A, TA. 


The Situation in 1917 

Barnett was a man of vision, In 1917, when the organization of 
teachers was formed, he saw the necessity of improving conditions for 
teachers. He also saw how it could be done. He believed that in order 
to improve the economic welfare of teachers, it was necessary tobuild 
up a strong and viable institution. The broader the membership base 
the greater would be the influence of the Alliance — this was Barnett!s 
thesis. He therefore determined to bring as many teachers as possible 
into the fold and it is safe to say that he dedicated nearly 20 years of 
his life to this cause. However, many factors combined to make the 
task difficult: teachers! lack of money, their fear of retaliation from 
irate school boards, and their general apathy. Faced with odds like 
these, a man of lesser determination would have given up, but not John 
Barnett. 

During the first year of its life from Easter 1917 to Easter 1918, 
the Alliance enroled 797 members; two years later in 1920, member- 


ship had more than doubled to Wesc Of this number, however, some 


1aiperta Teachers! Alliance, The A.T.A, Magazine, Vol. XXXII 
(December, 1951), p. 13. 
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45 
350 were prospective teachers only — normal school students, whom 
Barnett diligently enlisted as provisional members, Powell tells of one 
of his trips for this purpose to the Camrose Normal School: 
Barnett makes his appeal on sound philosophical grounds, then 
offers recruit membership at one dollar per student. He expounds 
the provincial A.T. A. policy of a minimum salary of $1000 per 
year, and urges all the students to accept no less, Before closing 
his address he obtains from the floor the names of five students 
who are to be the executive of the Camrose Normal School local. 
A future president of the provincial Alliance is one of the five. 
When the assembly is Gierats ec, John meets this executive and 
gives it a forty minute briefing. 
As Powell has indicated, many of these provisional members who paid 
their $1, 00 fee remained members in good standing when they graduated 
and entered the classrooms of Alberta. In 1920, the 1763 members 
made up about one third of the province's teachers since at this time 
there were approximately 4289 classrooms in operation, A year later 
Barnett claimed that two thirds of the province's teachers were mem-~ 
bers, but in 1923 the membership had increased to only 2204 which would 
be slightly more than 50% provided no new classrooms were opened, = 
Lack of any spectacular gain was no doubt due to higher fees and hard 
times after the war. 
The provisional constitution of the Alberta Teachers! Alliance 


ae JH. Powell, "The Alberta Teachers! Alliance," (Unpub- 


lished memoir, 1962), p. 10. 


3A, T.A, Magazine, Vol. XXXII (December, 1951), p. 13. 
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46 
stated that membership in the organization was open to "any person 
directly interested in education" but the founders soon realized their 
error, Accordingly, the first Annual General Meeting of April, 1918 
modified the constitution by stating that only those persons who helda 
valid Alberta teaching certificate and who were employed by a public or 
separate public school system could qualify for membership in the 
ALT. A. z Thus they hoped to exclude clergymen, permit teachers and 
all other uncertified personnel, 

The first A.G.M, not only revised membership qualifications 
but also raised fees from 35¢ to 75¢ per year. But the Executive 
Council soon saw that even this amount would have to be increased con- 
siderably if an effective membership campaign were to be carried on, 
Consequently the 1919 A.G.M. passed a resolution approving the follow- 


ing schedule of membership fees: 


Annual salary Annual fee 
Less than $1000 Gee 00 
$1000 but less than $2000 $ 4,00 
$2000 or more $ 5,00° 


In spite of this increase which more than doubled the existing fees, it 
was still necessary for the Alberta Education Association to subsidize 


the A.T.A. During the next year Barnett worked harder than ever to 


4 alberta Teachers! Alliance, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, April 2, 1918. 


5thid,, April 19, 1919. 
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47 
increase membership but he was still not satisfied with the results. At 
the 1920 A,G.M. a resolution was passed adopting the slogan "Every 
teacher in Alberta a member of the A, T.A. uP with the hope that this 


would induce teachers to join, 


Organizing a Membership Campaign 


The Alliance and Barnett continued to work hard, but no matter 
how much effort and energy they. expended, they did not get the desired 
result. It therefore became evident that more efficient methods would 
have to be employed.. Accordingly, in the fall of 1919, the Executive 
Council of the Alliance decided to employ an organizer whose job it 
would be to contact as many teachers as possible and persuade them to 
become members, This Provincial Organizer, F.C, King of Edson, 
commenced duties on October 2, 1919 for a period of two and one half 
months at a salary of $1250. ’ Financial difficulties entailed therewith 
were overcome by the generosity and faith of a few of the Edmonton and 
Calgary teachers who signed notes enabling the Alliance to borrow money 


from the bank, 8 


6a, ium A, Magazine, Vol. I (Sept. -Oct., 1920), Pe 1. 


“Alberta Teachers! Alliance, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, September 23, 1919. 


set W. Barnett, "A Brief Historic Record of The Association, "' 
Members! Handbook (Edmonton: The Alberta Teachers! Association, 


1968), pe 9. 
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48 
At the same meeting, it was decided that the province should be 

divided into seven districts to facilitate the campaign. These districts 
were to consist of the cities of Edmonton.and Calgary and the towns of 
Stettler, Red Deer, Wainwright, Medicine.Hat and Lethbridge plus the 
area surrounding each. By 1919 approximately one third of the pro- 
vince! s teachers had joined the A. T. A. but well over half of these were 
city teachers and much recruiting work in rural areas was yet to be 
done. Barnett soon discovered that the best method of contacting the 
largest number of rural teachers with the least effort and expense was 
to attend each district's convention. Powell summarizes briefly: 

And of course the Fall conventions were covered, Many of them 

John attended himself, making his appeal and setting up two or 

three executives to foster Locals in the small towns. He would 

personally canvass all the teachers in attendance, To other con- 

ventions he would send teacher-agents from the Executive — 

people like Harry Ainlay, Harry Clarke and A.J.H. Powell. 

These had varying success in collecting dues, but as the years 

went on they blanketed Alberta with news of the Alliance and 

what it was doing. 
It was one thing to convince the teachers they should join, but it was 
another thing to get them to pay their fees. No doubt the increase in 
dues and the depression after the war both contributed to their reluc- 
tance. Gradually as more and more Locals were organized in the 


hinterland of the province, membership of rural teachers increased, 


But this was a slow process — hampered chiefly because of 
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49 
difficulties in transportation, Even so, one year later in June of 1920, 
Barnett reported that between 79 and 86 Locals had been established. 19 
John Barnett was a great organizer and this ability enabled him 
to build up the membership in spite of numerous obstacles, He organ- 
ized his recruitment campaign by delegating his authority not only to 
Fxecutive members but also to rural teachers, C.O. Hicks, a past 
president of the Alliance, tells how he went about this: 
In every town and hamlet in Alberta John sought out teachers who 
were willing and able to speak at meetings and enroll new paid up 
members, ll 
Hicks goes on to explain that these teachers were the old reliables 
whom Barnett affectionately referred to as his 'Good Boys'!. To 
quote further: 
When John had assigned you a task and you had proved able and 
reliable you became a 'Good Boy', This was John's highest 
appellation for teachers rendering distinguished service to the 
Aramagis 
Problems of Recruitment 


Once John Barnett became convinced of the importance ofa 


project, he concentrated all his energies on carrying it out, In one 


ee W. Barnett, 'Third Annual Report of the General Secretary- 
Treasurer,'' The A,T.A, Magazine, Vol. I (June, 1920), p. 21. 


Ge O, Hicks, 'Reminiscences'' (Unpublished memoir, Febru- 
aryl O4)- De2154 
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sense he was a gambler, He would always take a chance on getting toa 
meeting even though roads were practically impassable and he had been 
advised not to attempt the journey. He seemed tireless and after a 
long enervating trip would arrive at the meeting cheerful and buoyant, 
exuding a confidence and enthusiasm that never failed to be infectious, 
However, the trip home was often another matter, Ainlay and Lazerte 
both testify in their writings of Barnett's proclivity to fall asleep behind 
the wheel of his old Gray Dort. Of one of these return trips, Ainlay 
notes: 

We drove through Leduc and on the old trail came to the inter- 


section and a blind road where we were supposed to turn right 


over the tracks, 
John went straight ahead. We were sure he went to sleep 
and drove into a shallow ditch and up against a fence. 13 


Lazerte tells of a trip home from Innisfail one night after a meeting: 
John was pressing on the accelerator a little more than usual. 
I remarked only once that I wasn't in a hurry and heard John's 
reply, 'I could drive this with my eyes shut, I've been over 
this highway hundreds of times,' About ten minutes later, I 
thought that probably he was testing the truth of his_ statement 
when the car refused to follow the turn in the road, 

No further explanation is given, but apparently the driver woke up in 


time to avert a catastrophe. At the time that Barnett was travelling 


the most, the roads of rural Alberta were hardly more than prairie 


1333, D, Ainlay, (Unpublished and undated memoir), p. 4. 


l4ny, E. Lazerte, ''The Development of the A. T.A.'! 
(Unpublished memoir, 1967), p. 8. 
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Sp, 
trails and a trip from Edmonton to Caigary was an all day expedition. 
Even this main thoroughfare was not hard- surfaced until after most 
of his safaris were past history. Country roads taxed the skill and 
ingenuity of even the most intrepid drivers, Powell gives us an 
interesting description of those roads: 


Cross-country driving could be heaven or hell, depending on 

the weather. In adry summer with the road well dragged, 

the going was good so long as one kept ahead of the other fellow's 
dust. One took the right-angled turns slowly, for there were 
Death Corners of dreadful repute in those days and one met or 
passed carefully skirting the soft- shouldered ditch, 


But in the spring thaw or a rainy spell there was nothing to 
mitigate the sheer misery of driving on the Alberta secondary 
roads, unless it was a mile or two of sandy road here and there, 
Put on your chains, grind your way through, stay out of the 
ditch if you could. 


If roads were unpredictable, cars were even more so. Over- 
heated motors, boiling radiators, flat tires, magneto trouble along 
with the discomforts of open touring cars all combined to take the 
joys out of motoring. No doubt Barnett had to contend with all these 
car troubles and many more. However, the piece de résistance is 
described in the following quotation from Lazerte: 
» « « « When we were returning to Spirit River from Fairview 
our car developed engine trouble just as we approached the town 
garage. We stopped for help. The station attendant remarked 
that the car might operate better if we had a gas tank, The tank 


had dropped off a little distance down the street but the reserve 
gas in the carburetor had carried us into town. We retraced our 


Bowell, Ope Cit. » Pe 9. 
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52 
path and recovered the gas tank, What a story we now had! On 
first telling the gas tank was found a mile down the road. After 
the story had been told and re-told many times, it appeared that 
the tank had dropped off near Dunvegan but John's speed sufficed 
to carry us to Spirit River, 

Stories like these soon become legends with repetition, and 
contribute to the organization's traditions which accumulate as the 
years pass, At the same time, they provide a valuable record of the 
past and give an insight into the problems faced by organization 
builders, But these external frustrations were minor ones compared 
to the internal eta that plagued the Alliance in its attempt to 
build up membership. The apathy of many teachers and the constant 
turnover in personnel were more difficult to cope with than the physi- 
cal problems of roads and cars. Many teachers could not see the 
value of joining an organization which demanded the payment of fees 
and seemed to offer no concrete, immediate benefits in return. 
Many of the rural teachers were very young. Some had only a Grade 
X education with no teacher training and thus were not eligible for 
membership inthe A.T.A. Many teachers felt they could not afford 
the membership fee and others had no intention of continuing in the 
classroom, Powell explains the situation: 

In those early days, while city teaching staffs had become pretty 
well stablized, the rural and village teachers were stilla very 


transient lot. They passed through Normal School, taught just 
long enough to repay their government loan, then married or 


Lo reetie ‘Op, cit. p. 8. 
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3 i. 
went into other activities, (In those days it was considered 
unthinkable for a married woman - unless widowed or 
divorced - to hold a teaching job.) The average teaching career 
of those in rural and village areas was thus from two to three 
years. This meant that the task of indoctrinating the teaching 
body with professional solidarity had to be pursued without 
pause in order to gain recruits in place of the annual exodus. 
For these reasons, then, it was essential that Barnett spend three 
months every fall travelling in rural Alberta soliciting memberships, 
The most amazing aspect of the persistent growth of the Alliance was 
that this was mainly the accomplishment of one man whose determina- 
tion and perseverance never flagged. Barnett was a man of tremen- 
dous mental and physical reserve which he consistently channelled 
into his duties as General Secretary. Although he suffered many 
rebuffs and setbacks, he never lost sight of his goal, Building up the 
membership of the Alliance became an obsession with him and it is 
probable that his feat of association building has never been equalled. 
During the Thirties when Barnett was proselyting most extensively, 
other teachers' groups in western Canada were also struggling for 
their lives. Powell tells us how they fared: 

In Saskatchewan the effort was made for some years, but the 

S.T.A. died during the Great Depression, In Manitoba the 

M, T.F. rode on the shoulders of Winnipeg with rural teachers 

remaining in outer darkness. The B.C. T.F. was carried by 


Vancouver and Victoria, but reached out with much more vigour 
to the hinterland teachers, 
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The failure of the Saskatchewan group is no doubt attributable, at 
least in part, to the lack of leadership. No Barnett came forth to 
light their way. Powell says that the Alberta Teachers! Alliance 
would have met the same fate if it hadn't been for Barnett: 

There was no rest or surcease for John Barnett during those 

20 years, If he had once balked at that long, exhausting Fall 

campaign, the young Alliance would have died. 

Other forces of opposition which militated against growth and 
development of the A. T.A. were the school bosede: In the early 
years, it seemed as if the battle lines were drawn with the Alliance 
and Barnett on the side of the teachers and the school trustees against 
them. Ina statement in the A. T.A. Magazine, Buxton notes that, 
"Before 1939 the master- servant relationship which trustees foisted 
off on teaching staffs was unbelievable. '*° Many boards were unsym- 
pathetic, unscrupulous and a few were downright hostile in their 
treatment of teachers, But they were even more antagonistic to the 
Alliance and John Barnett. Some boards discouraged teachers from 
joining the Alliance by fair means or foul. Recruiting of new members 


was hampered by teacher advertisements which read ''No A, T. A. mem- 


bers need apply. yaa Many timid young school teachers hesitated to 
tose, Dipl 33 
Oe Na gezine sol. XIX (Sept. = Oct. 41968), .p.1 33s 


21s. W. Chalmers, Teachers of the Foothills Province 
(Toronto: University Press, 1968), p. 27. 
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os) 
commit themselves to action which might jeopardize their chances of 
obtaining a school, Most of the quarrels between the Alliance and 
trustees involved rural school boards and originated over tenure and 
salaries, Occasionally these quarrels could not be resolved without 
going to court, but more frequently the Alliance would content itself 
with putting the recalcitrant school district on the blacklist which 
Newland as president in 1921 explained as follows: 
Whenever one of our members complains of the action of any 
board and asks for protection, or seeks advice in regard to any 
dispute with a board, we forthwith endeavour to obtain the board's 
side of the case by a communication through our General Secre- 
tary or our solicitors. Occasionally we have the advantage of a 
personal interview. Our earnest desire is to have the fullest 
information on both sides of every case. If, now, the board 
refuses to answer our communication or to have anything to do 
with the Alliance or its representatives, we simply report the 
circumstances to our members for their guidance and protection. 
That is all, “4 
Blacklisting was a powerful weapon for the teachers and as long as the 
Alliance did not get involved in libellous or slanderous cases, the 
school boards were impotent. The trustees opposed the Alliance with 
such vehemence because they also foresaw that this body would in- 
crease operating expenses of their schools. But often, personal con- 
siderations entered the picture, such as the dismissal ofa teacher in 


order to make the position available to a relative or friend of a school 


board member. Inthis connection, Powell relates: 


22 s Iberta School Trustees! Association, Annual Report of 
Convention (Feb. 2 - 3, 1921). 
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John Barnett's classical example was that of a young teacher 
who was dismissed to make room for the daughter of Trustee B; 
an agreement having been reached that Chairman C's herd 
should have the services of Trustee B's pedigree bull when the 
appointment was made, 


Thus some teachers hesitated to join an organization which ostensibly 
was in opposition to their employers, the trustees, 

Membership in the Alliance continued to increase in spite of 
the attempts of trustees and government officials to undermine the 
teachers! faith in their organization. All activities of the A. T.A. were 
designed to raise the status of the profession so that it would receive 
official recognition from the government and other organizations. The 
opposition which the A. T.A. faced acted as a spur to its development. 
An editorial in the A. T.A. Magazine gives Barnett's thoughts on this 
matter: 

John W. Barnett, The Alberta Teachers! Association first 
general secretary, often said that the phenomenal growth of our 
organization was sparked by antipathy shown tothe A.T. A, in 
its early years. Indeed, Dr. Barnett's historical account of 
our development during the years 1918 to 1946 is largely a record 


of an unending, unremitting struggle for status, both professional 
and economic, 


es ee 


The antipathy to which Barnett was referring was spearheaded 


by the Liberal Minister of Education, the Hon. G. P. Smith, who 


2 
Bouiell) Opaccites,«'pA15. 


ee A.T.A. Magazine, Vol. XXXVIII (December, 1957), 
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5] 
succeeded Boyle in 1918. Aimost immediately, the A. T.A. ran into 
trouble with the new Minister, By 1919, the Alliance was openly cen- 
suring the Department of Education for its action in continuing a short 
four-month teacher training course after it had agreed with the other 
western provinces to institute a teacher training period of no less than 
one full academic year. A year later the conflict was still raging over 
interference by the Department in teacher-school board relations. A 
1920 executive council resolution stated ''That the Alberta Teachers' 
Alliance protest against the Department of Education interfering in 
cases where a contract favorable to the teacher and mutually agreed 
upon by teacher and school board has been signed, provided such con- 
tract is not inconsistent with the provisions of the School Ordinance or 
the Regulations of the Department of Education. (ae Apparently Smith 
could not accept the fact that teachers were professional people cap- 
able of conducting their own affairs efficiently. His interference in 
this matter of contracts was just one more indication that relation- 
ships between the Alliance and the Department were deteriorating. 
Barnett, apprehensive of the effects of Smith's tactics on member- 


ship, retaliated by printing the following stirring plea to the teachers 


on the front cover of the first issue of the A. T.A. Magazine: 


25 alberta Teachers’ Alliance, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, Jan. 18, 1920. 
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58 
Are you a member of the A.T.A.?... . Do you meet persons 
who express doubts about the propriety of teachers' organizations 
and who advise you to keep clear of anything so banal or "common!" 
as a'union''? Mark those persons, They are your enemies. They 
fear organization, much preferring that you remain what you are, 
an individual powerlesstoresist domination. Magistri neque 
servi. @ 

By printing this message Barnett hoped to win the support of 
more teachers and thus increase membership in the Alliance. But at 
the same time, he was informing G.P. Smith and the Department that 
the Alliance was not to be intimidated. The result was open warfare 
between the A, T. A. (as represented by Barnett and Newland) and the 
Minister. Smith did not believe that this statement represented the 
true feelings of the teachers as a whole and must surely be the 
personal biases of the fire-breathing general secretary, John W. 
Barnett, or of the newly appointed brilliant little editor and president 
of the Alliance, Hubert C. Newland. ¢! He, therefore, had the 
temerity to intimate as much on the public platform. Speaking toa 
joint meeting of Inspectors and Normal School Instructors, Smith 
criticized T.E.A. Stanley, H.C. Newland and J. W. Barnett calling 


them a ‘handful of radicals" who were 'knowingly misleading" the 


teachers of the province. 28 These accusations led to the unparalleled 


Np ca Magazine, Vol. I (June, 1920), front cover. 


ea; W. Chalmers, Teachers of the Foothills Province 


(Toronto: University Press, 1968), p. 33. 


a PVA, Magazine, Vol. II (March, 19282), Pp. 19% 
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59 
procedure on the part of the A. T. A. of passing a resolution stating 
"That the Executive send a letter of censure to the Minister of Educa- 
tion for abusing the General Secretary- Treasurer and making disparag- 
ing remarks in public places about the other members of the Executive 
of the Alberta Teachers! Alliance. 109 

Smith next attempted to prove his point be appealing directly 
to the teachers themselves at conventions but found that his criticisms 
of the officers of the Alliance were not very enthusiastically received. 
The teachers whole-heartedly and: solidly backed their association and 
its Executive and made it plain that only the A. T.A. could speak for 
them. Smith's antagonism towards the Alliance proved to have the 
opposite effect to what he had hoped. The external criticism served 
as a uniting force rather than a disruptive one, and resulted in greater 
consolidation of the organization. 

Smith was not easily discouraged and his failure only served 
to goad him on. After failing to indoctrinate the teachers with his 
educational ideas, he decided to enlist the support of the school 
trustees' association, Here, surely, was an organization which would 
align itself with him and the department against the teachers and their 
association, The trustees had had an organization as early as 1907 


but it was never a very vigorous institution and during World War lI, 


ON a Executive Council Minutes, Nov. 6, 1920. 
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60 
it became defunct. Smith now directed his energies towards reviving 
this organization. In 1919, their first meeting after the War was held 


with only about 50 delegates, 20 


But in 1921, as a result of Smith's 
proselyting, 31 between 1300 and 1400 delegates were assembled. Osten- 
sibly, they were there to discuss collective bargaining, but, 'the 
implicit purpose of the gathering was the eradication of the A. T.A. oe 
As was customary, the president of the A. T.A., H.C. New- 
land, was invited to address the delegates. His calm, reasonable 
presentation included an explanation of the detested blacklist among 
other matters of common interest to the Alliance and to trustees. 
Smith spoke later and devoted a large part of his talk to a diatribe 
condemning the Alliance for its stand on the blacklist, for its insis- 
tence on a teacher's right to choose his own representative in dismis- | 
sal appeals, for its position regarding a provincial salary schedule 
and collective bargaining, and for its demand to be recognized as the 
official spokesman of all the teachers, With regard to the latter Smith 
said 'Certain members of this organization menredivione than recogni- 
tion, They wanted domination, They wanted the Department to abdi- 


cate and the School Boards to follow suit. 133 


30Calgary Herald, November ll, 1919, p. 25. 
3Ise6 Appendix € for copies of Ross's and Smith's letters to 
trustees, 


32 Chalmers, Opa cite epee. 


73 S.T.A., Convention (February, 1921). 
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Perhaps Smith was sincere in his criticism even if misguided. 
It is possible that he might have done a great deal more damage to the 
Alliance if fate had not intervened and removed him from his position 
of authority. A subsequent speech two months later to the A. E.A. 
delivered in a more amicable mood, proved to be his last public ad- 
dress, for a short time later, his party met with defeat at the polls, 
It is debatable whether he did the Alliance more harm than good. 
Chalmers contends his opposition strengthened the Alliance. He 
states "Probably few men had as much influence as he in building up 
the Alberta Teachers! Alliance, for his savage and unremitting 
opposition to the young professional organization must have convinced 
many teachers that only if they stood together could they hope to pre- 
vail against such hostility. 34 However, Barnett was convinced that 
Smith wantedto annihilate the Alliance and must be stopped at all 


costs. 


The Change of Government 

In an attempt to gain some control of the situation, the Alliance 
began meeting with the United Farmers of Alberta board of directors 
as early as January, 1920. Some consensus must have resulted, for 
soon the A. T, A. was staunchly supporting the farmers, This support 


even included campaigning in the forthcoming provincial election. 


3¢Chalmers, op. cits, p. 39 
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62 
Powell states that Smith ''was so forthright in derision of the A. T.A. 
that John Barnett took counteraction, In the final days of the 1921 pro- 
vincial election campaign John spent two days in the U. F. A. Camrose 
headquarters assisting in the fight to oust George Peter [Smith]. It 
may be doubted whether his help was necessary or important. The 
U. F. A. of course swept the province. rae 

With the election of the U. F.A. party, the Alliance had high 

hopes that their relationship with the government would improve. The 
Alliance, in an optimistic mood, published a strong statement of policy 
embodied in Barnett's Manifesto of 1921. ae This was a statement of 
the A. T.A.'s position on salaries, contracts, collective bargaining, 
dismissals, working conditions, professional conduct of teachers, 
departmental examinations, curriculum changes and various other 
matters affecting teachers and education generally. It seemed as if 
the Alliance would now be able to accomplish some of its goals. But 


instead of expanding during the Twenties, the Alliance found itself 


fighting for its life. 


The Depression of the Twenties 
Economic conditions were anything but favorable to expansion, 


Many of Alberta's settlers had homesteaded on the treeless prairies 


3>Dowell, op. cite, p. 8 
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63 
of the south eastern section where no land clearing was necessary. 
This area, known as the Palliser Triangle, had been productive enough 
during the war years, but during the Twenties the prairie winds whined 
incessantly drying the land toa crisp, The short prairie grass known 
as '!prairie wool! which had held the soil, was now ploughed under and 
dust particles drifted high into the air forming clouds which blackened 
the sky and left a gritty film on everything. Crops and gardens were 
planted each spring with the renewed hope that this year things would 
be better. But year after year they withered and burned when whistling 
winds blew away any prospects of a few drops of rain, Cattle had to 
be sold or practically given away when feed was no longer available 
and eventually many homesteaders were forced to abandon their land 
and seek a livelihood elsewhere, The Deputy Minister of Education, 
J.T. Ross, explained in his annual report why many schools were 
closed and taxes went unpaid: 

The progress in education was affected by unfavorable financial 
conditions in the farming communities throughout Canada. The 
collapse of prices for all farm products, coupled with the high 
prices maintaining for all manufactured goods and machinery 
needed by agriculturists, made it impossible to carry on farm 
operations profitably. The rural districts therefore had great 
difficulty in collecting a sufficient amount of taxes to enable them 


to operate throughout all of the year. 37 


The second factor which necessitated the curtailment of plans 


fdr. T. Ross, Annual Report, Department of Education, 1922, 
p.‘ ll, 
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64 
for expansion in the A.T.A. was the new government. Although a new 
Minister of Education, the Hon. Perren Baker, was now in office, the 
Deputy Minister, J.T. Ross,was still in charge and according to Powell, 
Baker was taking his cue from his deputy who had been well indoctrin- 
ated against the A. T.A. by Smith. Powell gives this account of the 
situation: 

Moreover, Baker did not mistake the feelings of his deputy about 
this upstart Alliance. He therefore never allowed himself any 
expression of warmth or approval towards our organization until 
the last years of the Brownlee government. 
Barnett was particularly bitter towards the Deputy Minister, John Ross, 
because he felt that Baker might have been more sympathetic to the 
A. T.A. if Ross had not influenced him. The animosity between the 
Deputy Minister and the Alliance continued until Ross's retirement. 
A letter by Powell gives us an interesting side light: 
In 1930 an honorary doctorate was awarded by the University 
[of Alberta] to John T. Ross upon his retirement a [sic] after 
many years as Deputy Minister of Education. The A.T.A. was 
informally approached to buy the doctoral robes for him. How- 
ever, Mr. Ross's demeanour toward the Alliance had been so 
consistently cold and disdainful that John [Barnett] and Cedric 
(Hicks] would have none of it, and Mr. Ross got his robe else- 


where. 


Thus it seemed that the Alliance was still fighting a losing battle. 


38 powell; op. cit., p. 8. 


ae J.H. Powell, letter toS.C.T. Clarke, Jan. 25, 1967. 
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65 
Barnett now realized that the only hope for the survival of the Alliance 
lay in strengthening the organization from within. He therefore de- 
cided to dedicate his energies to what he considered the most urgent 


problem — that of increasing the membership of the organization. 


Membership Campaign Revitalized 


The Executive Council of the A. T, A. was deeply concerned 
about the effects of the vicious propaganda which Smith and Ross had 
promulgated. Barnett was particularly sensitive about it and set out 
immediately to counteract if possible the effects of Smith's damaging 
maneuvers, He felt that positive procedures must be undertaken to 
inform the teachers and the public at large as to the true nature and 
purpose of the A.T.A. Therefore at the 1922 A.G. M. a resolution 
was passed setting up a committee which was designed to restore the 
confidence of the teachers in the Alliance and thus ultimately increase 
the membership, The committee presented three proposals: 


1) That a competition in securing new members be organized 
among the locals, 


2) That the Executive be empowered to encourage the organiza- 
tion of Provincial Locals with as low a membership as three and 
that these locals be represented at the A. G.M. on the basis of 
one delegate for at least six members, if necessary representing 
two locals. 


3) That the Executive divide the province into districts for the 
purpose of more thorough organization and endeavor to secure 
suitable teachers who would be willing to devote a Heriee of their 
time to securing new members on a commission basis, 


40, .T.A, Magazine, Vol. Il (May, 1922), p. 13. 
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66 
Barnett asked the secretaries of the locals to supply him with the 
names of "organizers'' who would be willing to act in this capacity. 
The plan proved fairly successful and at the Executive Council meeting 
in December, 1922, Barnett reported that there had been an increase 
of more than 500 members, 

But still Barnett was not satisfied with those results, Methods 
of recruitment were too haphazard and informal. In his report to the 
A.G.M. in March, 1923, he suggested that if any further gains were 
to be made, more thorough, more efficient methods would be neces- 
sary. Accordingly the A.G.M. delegates adopted a resolution giving 
the Executive the power to employ organizers at certain times of the 
year. In 1925, the Executive adopted the policy of keeping paid organ- 
izers working on memberships on a commission basis as had been 
first suggested in 1922, However, now they were to be kept in the 
field on a year round basis. This plan proved expensive, but the in- 
crease in memberships justified the expense. By 1926 Barnett 
announced that all previous membership records had been broken, = 
Through his efforts this voluntary organization had grown from 
approximately 2000 to 3000 members in the span of a decade. Four 
years later, in 1930 Barnett claimed that the A.T.A. was then the 
strongest organization of teachers in Canada with the exception of the 


an, T.A, Magazine, Vol, VI (April, 1926), p. 9. 
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Women Teachers of Ontario, 42 


The Great Depression 
But with the Thirties came the Great Depression, ushered in 

with the collapse of the stock markets of the world in October, 1929. 
Albertans did not really begin to feel the effects of it until 1931, 
carried along as they were by the bountiful wheat crop of 1928 and by 
their innate enthusiasm and confidence. But by 1932, the whole pro- 
vince was in the depths of depression and despair. High schools became 
overcrowded with young men and women who were returning to com- 
plete their education because they could not get jobs. In spite of this, 
few if any new classrooms were opened =— existing staffs simply became 
more overburdened. Rural schools were closed by the dozen, some 
never to be opened again. Teachers by the hundreds were unemployed 
and even those who were teaching often waited several months before 
they could collect their salaries. Powell states: 

In 1936-37 when William Aberhart as Premier and Minister of 

Education, and George F, McNally as Deputy Minister were 

pushing through the great reorganization of rural Alberta in 

school divisions, it was estimated that rural teachers of the pro- 

vince were owed more than $400, 000 in long- overdue salaries, 


Many young men who could not afford to go back to school and whose 


parents could not feed them, gathered in gangs and drifted back and 


420 TLA, Magazine, Vol. X (May, 1930), p. 5, 


=> Powell, op. cit., p. 15. 
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68 
forth across the country looking for work. Parents became desperate 
in their attempts to feed and clothe their children. Those who lived 
in towns or cities envied the farmers who at least had milk, butter, 
eggs and chickens to eat. The small-town merchants envied the 
C.N.R. section crew whose wages provided a steady income. As 
many as could get "'relief'' were receiving it. Others welcomed R.B. 
Bennett's free cheese and smoked herring to stave off the pangs of 


hunger. 


Teaching Profession Act 

And through these long, hard years of tight money, Barnett 
still pressed on with his membership campaign. At the height of the 
depression in 1933, he reported that 3362 teachers were members of 
the Alliance. 5 In spite of inauspicious relationships with the U.F.A. 
government, the general secretary was negotiating for the passage of 
a bill which would make membership in the Alliance automatic and 
bring the organization more into line with other professions suchas 
law, medicine and dentistry. The Brownlee government was reluctant, 
stating that the administration of such an act would entail great ex- 
pense and that teachers were not in favor of compulsory membership. 
When a plebiscite of all teachers was taken in 1934, it was found that 


they were so overwhelmingly in favor of the proposal that the 


44, .T. A, Magazine, Vol. XXXII (December, 1951), p. 13. 
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69 
oi fe roet 45 ’ 
plebiscite had seemed a waste of money. The government's ojec- 
tion to the cost of compulsory membership was overcome when the 
A, T. A. agreed to assume any extra expense entailed. Probably 
another factor which favored the Alliance was the retirement, in 
October, 1934, of the antagonistic Deputy Minister Ross, This may 
have accounted for Baker's sudden change of heart which Powell 
notes: 
The declining years of the U. F. A. administration (1934-35) 
were years of sheer frustration for the Alliance. The best 
efforts of their Executives had only partially stemmed the econo- 
mic debacle for the teachers; one by one their small legal gains 
in security of tenure were annulled. Tothe A.T.A. it seemed 
that every interest of the teachers was being torn away to appease 
the U. F.A, caucus, angry and distraught at the loss of its leader 
and Premier, John E, Brownlee. Thenthe Hon. Perren Baker 
came forward with a proposal which rocked us all by its sheer 
unexpectedness, He would introduce a Teaching Profession Bill 
which would establish the A. T. A. as the legal entity of the 
teachers of Alberta, on a par with the medical, dental and legal 
professions, 
Thus The Teaching Profession Act was introduced into the Legislature 
in the spring of 1935. Barnett believed sincerely that there would be 
little opposition if any, to the bill asit did not involve any curriculum 
changes; it did not involve any increase in public taxation; nor did it 
affect Department of Education policies. But he was wrong. Opposi- 
tion from rural trustees proved so strong that the act was finally 
45 t . 
A.T.A. Magazine, Vol. XV (October, 1934), p. Ll. 
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70 
presented as a private bill rather than a government bill in order to 
allow a free vote on it. The bill finally passed by the slim majority 
of 25 to 23, but only after it was amended as follows: 


1) The name of the organization was changed from the Alberta 
Teachers! Alliance to the Alberta Teachers' Association, 


2) The automatic or compulsory membership requirement was 
deleted. 


3) Power to discipline members was also removed, 47 
Barnett was infuriated but not speechless, What incensed him 
most was the fact that the compulsory membership clause was turned 
down chiefly because the members of the legislature who were also 
members of other professional groups had voted against it, Barnett 


gave vent to his fury in an editorial in the May issue of the A. T. A. 


Magazine: 


"T Am Holier Than Thou!! 


As one listened to the debates on The Teaching Profession 
Act, 1935, one could not but be impressed by the members of 
the Legislature who happened to be members of other profes- 
sional organizations. Hon. Mr. Lymburn the Attorney-General, 
the ex-premier, J.E, Brownlee, K.C., and Mr. W.R. Howson, 
K,C,, were notable exceptions. Prominent among those leading 
the attack were L.A. Giroux, barrister, member for Grouard; 
Dr. W.A. Atkinson, medical doctor, member for Edmonton; 
Normand Hindsley, Chartered Accountant, member for Calgary; 
F,C, Moyer, K.C., member for Drumheller. Not one of the 
other 'professional'' men, members of the House, voted in favour 
of the main principle of the Bill - that of requiring membership 


47a, T, A. Magazine, Vol. XV (May, 1935), p. 3. 
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cp 
in the professional organization as a condition of practice. "he 
The passing of the Bill accomplished little more than the changing of 
the organization's name, John Barnett was bitterly disappointed but 
had to be content with having at least gained for the Alberta Teachers! 


Association full statutory recognition as a professional body. 


Election of Social Credit Government 
As the Depression worsened, people began to lose faith in the 
government and in the financial system. By 1934 many Albertans had 
reconciled themselves to the utter failure of the capitalistic system 
and had begun to look for an alternative. Some embraced the new 
socialist program of the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation. A 
few even turned to communism. Alberta was ripe for the panacea 
which Social Credit offered when Aberhart began his radio campaign 
to promulgate his political ideas. Referring to Aberhart, Chalmers 
says, 'the seed he broadcast fell on fertile ground. 49 Although 
economic conditions were probably of greatest importance, McHenry 
gives some emphasis to the charismatic appeal that Aberhart appar - 


ently possessed for the voters. He states: 


The Hon. William Aberhart was a remarkable man, This Calgary 
school principal had built up a great following by his extracurricu- 


Gales p. Els 
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a W. Chalmers, Schools of the Foothills Province (Toronto: 
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72 
lar activities, chiefly lay preaching in the Bible Institute of 
Calgary. He had an unusually persuasive radio voice and he kept 
telling the people of Alberta the things they wanted to hear. In 
1935 he promised, in addition to the $25 per month dividend, to 
establish a new credit mechanism, to lend money without interest, 
to end unemployment, and to establish new industries in the pro- 
vince, 29 

Whether the success of Social Credit in the election was due to its 
theories, its leader, or depression despair is impossible to determine. 


Nevertheless, in the 1935 election, the scandal-ridden U. F. A. govern- 


ment suffered an ignominious defeat when it lost every seat. 


Amendments to the Teaching Profession Act 

The new government began at once to enact, legislation effecting 
improvements in many areas of the educational field. General educa- 
tional improvements were made possible by three circumstances: 
'the Premier's control over the government and legislature, the fact 
that he was a successful professional teacher and school principal who 
knew what Alberta's educational needs were, and the further fact that 
many of his fellow M. L.A.'s including some members of the cabinet, 


were also teachers, yl 


This government's amendments of 1936 to The 
Teaching Profession Act are, without doubt, the most important legis- 


lation ever passed in Alberta as far as the teaching profession is 


eat E, McHenry, The Third Force in Canada (Toronto: 
Oxford University Press, 1950), p. 128. 


51 
Chalmers, op. cit., p. 100. 


+2 2 A 
3 ' < , » y 
- hg 2 7 ® . 
= : at . ~ x" 
> * 
. 
* pt <_ ai ie 
_ , eee 3 
>) c Ce 7 
~ “_ ae 7 + 


lo etuttient} afd at) Asi gaidnoore aibiy wisto sith 

iqe# et brs solev ols < sv las vated vilsuene 7 65 be st 6H. Nt 
at reed of fe attiew yor? tarts a: is eteodEA. Cy ‘elqosq od 
3 miebtveb dinonr 19q ase di ot so itibb gi bosimierg s 
. _ ae tos tdodtiw yeaont brief ot <en eae ee: wel a6 di eh te 
‘ins a riJjJaubatl wea cetd RIE oo bas sate cer volqareag bt 10 

rt 4 


oy 


a ; é é ile - > & 7 Te 
a ce ies = i. 


c . 


etl of eGb aaw noose soit ar th 219 tatoah deooaee = oct ne 


tr6Jeb of sidteeoumi ei: riaigneb “6 sotanongeh 0 robo aa 


7 oe as 


“ o revoy .A.4,U asbbrt- tebae B32 | ats Renee spogeal ad eunlad 


ty 


‘ 


~ 


io. goiees 920 


im = ’ Tras Si 
‘rsleigel tosas of = ta: caged oui ‘wen oat sth oes 
; 5 — i Pinas i ns 
ube barsieD Die fenot ienobe ott to e898 inaiai iaorove zqen, ‘ 
: : ‘ mee = =e ; of. q 
iNeiainuotio 997 sniaries sidie 2 04 bay eins crave ‘cqent fenois 

a 


{ 


Scsiaiatatgitcaeeiiiaeas ee ae. 
iost oft .otnteketpal bis ingaurtevo oy 2 + Sov Iino 8a beers 

: a? - Py Sa =i Bae ? a 7 a b: : 

odw lagisama foodoa Bag nonons $3 tanoinnetoy wp tninseaac aw 
2 F , 5 ote Oe A” aa 


it jos? r9isH? 4H? bee orew  aboen ‘acactat 77 ‘ated cast | w 
2a, © oe ene 
Jetidas edt lo exadinieres oeioe- gaihutoml vob te ict dt ef 
- 7 he. 7 


7 - - ry «4 2" oo * 7 : ar : 
adi of BER! Fo BInscahnSors 2 nomnsbvoy aid % 
: 7 ars so aa ae = 


~2 I Ad Ss. iT 63 <a | ‘ry? te om ant dual twos 


Ma ei noteeslor yrides sot - e , 
© | q¥ 2 ~ adage 


a | =! ; —, i ae 


senm030) aus. ab 


ey 


=i : 
a 


73 
concerned, These amendments, which granted compulsory member- 
ship of all practicing teachers in the Alberta Teachers! Association 
and gave the organization the power to discipline its members, are, 
by and large, responsible for the unquestionable prestige and power 
which the Association holds today. 

Mr. Solon E. Low, member for Cardston in the new Social 
Credit government, has high praise for John Barnett and unreservedly 
gives him the credit for the spadework in connection with The Teach- 
ing Profession Act. To quote briefly: 
When I went to Edmonton early in 1936 to attend my first session 
of the Legislature, one of the first discussions I had was with 
John Barnett, and the subject we discussed was a teachers! pro- 
fessional bill. Together, we laboured over the terms of sucha 
bill and also over the procedure to be followed in getting it 
through the House. I had the supreme pleasure of piloting that 
bill through its various stages until it became law, but the credit 
for it goes to John Barnett and his associates behind the scenes 


who were always at my elbow and, but for whose counsel and 
advice, the bill might not have carried. 


Summary 


The importance of The Teaching Profession Act of 1935 and the 


amendments of 1936 cannot be too strongly stressed. Immediate bene- 
fits affected Barnett directly in that he was no longer required to ex- 
pend his energies on the long, exhausting, fall-membership campaign. 


His time and talents could thus be channelled into other endeavors. 


Sealant E, Low, In Memory of John Walker Barnett 
(Printed memorial anthology), p. 18. 
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Economic resources were also increased. Money which had been 
spent on membership recruitment was now available as well as income 
from the fees of new members, A third advantage was that now the 
Association had the power to discipline its members, The Act also 
provided for a committee to carry out this function and gave the 
Association power to enact by-laws relating to discipline, subject to 
the approval of the Cabinet. Teachers could no longer act unprofes- 
sionally by applying for positions which were not vacant, underbid- 
ding colleagues for vacant positions, or applying for positions with 
blacklisted school boards -— actions which had frustrated Barnett in 
his attempt to raise the professional status of the organization. 

Another result of the compulsory membership amendment was 
that other work of the general secretary was also greatly reduced. 
Since all teachers would now be receiving the A. T.A. Magazine, it 
could be used for publishing announcements affecting all teachers, 
thus obviating the necessity for individual notifications, Long range 
benefits are more difficult to assess, but it is safe to say that the 
chief of these was that now the Association could speak for all 
teachers, It is probable that Barnett received his greatest satisfac- 
tion from the subsequent unity of action which the Association enjoyed 
thenceforth, since he had, on many occasions, been embarrassed by 
the apparent lack of unanimity. Here at last was the fulfillment of 


John Barnett! s chief aim for the Alliance. He could now boast of an 
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association with 100 per cent statutory membership, an association 
whose voice would be influential not only in decisions regarding educa- 
tional policies, but also in keeping the interests of teachers before the 
government and the trustees. As the spokesman for all teachers, the 
voice of the Association gradually changed from harsh aggression to 


calm assurance, 
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CHAPTER V 
THE GOAL OF PROFESSIONA LISM 


Magna Carta for Teachers 
In 1918 John Barnett and some far-sighted educationists founded 
the Alberta Teachers! Alliance, Unlike many organizations 
which came into being through an undefined, do- good sentimenta- 
lity, the Alberta Teachers' Alliance had clearly defined objectives 
from its inception. 

These objectives might have almost been called the teachers' 

Magna Carta, for on a sheet of paper John Barnett had written 
down: 'professional membership, security of tenure, pensions, 
faculty of education, professional standards, negotiated agree- 
ments and professional representation in curriculum, teacher 
education and other educational matters, ' 

The above statement written by H.J.M. Ross, a former 
Alberta Teachers! Association president, points out the objectives of 
the Alliance as conceived by Barnett. It is interesting to note the 
number of times the word professional appears in the statement and it 


is safe to say that professionalism was the dominant theme which 


motivated most of Barnett! s actions. 


Duties as General Secretary 
When John Barnett assumed the position as full time general 
secretary of the Alberta Teachers' Alliance on July 1, 1920, his salary 


A T.A. Magazine, Vol, XXXVII (February, 1957); p. 2%. 
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vist? 
was $325 per month plus travelling expenses. In addition, he was to 
receive $250 per year to provide office space for the Alliance in his 
own home.¢ His duties as general secretary were also specifically 
outlined at this time as follows: 
1) Take general charge of office and general administrative work, 
2) Assume control of books of accounts. 


3) Consult with the Executive on all matters likely to involve a 
change of policy or initiation of a new policy. 


4) Keep the Executive informed on all matters pertaining to 
important correspondence, interviews, or peculiar conditions 


affecting Local Alliances, 


5) Be responsible for the general organizing work under the 
direction of the Executive. 


6) Attend meetings of teachers from time to time as might be 
deemed necessary. 


7) Be guided at all times strictly in accordance with the policy 
laid down by the Executive at regularly called meetings. 


8) If circumstances should arise which in the opinion of the 

General Secretary- Treasurer necessitated his leaving head- 

quarters, he was to confer with the Executive before so doing. 
Barnett's Growing Power 


Apparently the Executive was already having difficulty in con- 


trolling the general secretary since it felt the necessity of setting 


ek iberta Teachers! Association, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, April 7, 1920. 
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78 
down in such detail what his duties were to be. Barnett, a strong, 
self- willed personality found it difficult to take orders from others, 
especially if he did not agree with them. Because of his adeptness at 
ignoring Executive directives, as mentioned above, he was able to run 
the A, T, A. pretty much to his own liking. Chalmers tells how he 
accomplished this: 

This he was able to do because of his forceful personality, his 
total and recognized commitment to the A. T.A., his drive and 
seemingly limitless energy, his undoubted ability, his ever increasing 
experience in A. T.A. matters, his prestige and status as one of 
the founding fathers of the Alliance. 
His tremendous power and influence were also the result of his unique 
position in the hierarchy. The general secretary's position is con- 
tinuous, while elected officers come and go annually. Thus Barnett 
had special knowledge of the past, special information about the 
operation of the organization. He knew all the rules and routines — 
all the principles and practices; he knew the right people — legislators, 
cabinet ministers and officials in the Department of Education, the 
University and other teachers! organizations across Canada. It was 
inevitable that he became the most powerful member of the Executive. 
As long as Barnett was secretary, the positions of president and vice- 


president were only part-time jobs with the incumbents expected to 


carry ona full time teaching job simultaneously. So it was that 'Most 


University Press, 1968), p. 208. 
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of the time Barnett's will prevailed, bolstered as it was by his genuine 
friendship with many of the most influential members of the A. T.A. 1 
When he found himself in a tight spot, caught opposing the directives 
of the Fxecutive Quncil, he was able to use his persuasive powers to 
outface and overcome the resistance because he 'was tremendously 
admired and respected by his colleagues no matter how much he was 
persona non grata with trustees and ministers of education. 1/0 
Barnett!s service with the A. T. A. divides itself into two 

periods. The first period from 1918 to 1935 was the time of struggle 
for recognition of the Alliance and for membership init. During the 
early period, some of Barnett's time and efforts were devoted to the 
promotion of professional development by helping to launch the A.T.A 
Magazine, the Bureau of Education and the Canadian Teachers' 
Federation. But teacher welfare objectives became the general secre 
tary's greatest challenge. In reviewing the history of the A. T.A. 
Kratzmann notes: 

. . » Stability of stated organizational objectives is strongly in 

evidence; year after year the Association approached the 

Alberta government with identical requests for provisions for 

continuous contracts for teachers, stated reasons for dismissals, 


government- endorsed salary schedules which would recognize 
training and experience, pensions provided by teacher and govern- 
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80 
ment contributions and improved working and living conditions. 2 
The second period from 1935 to 1946 was what Kratzmann refers to as 
the "golden years'' of the Association because this was the period of 
the greatest number of social and economic accomplishments, 

Rapid expansion of A. T.A. activities soon rendered Barnett! s 
home office at 10701 University Avenue inadequate and more spacious 
accommodation was secured in the old Imperial Bank Building on 
Jasper Avenue, The new offices on the third floor were occupied on 
July 1, 1924, providing space for the Bureau of Education, the A. T.A. 


Publishing Company and the Alliance. 8 


Official Organ 

Many of the objectives of the Association extend across both 
periods, having been inaugurated in the first and completed or con- 
tinued in the second, Such a project was the A, T.A. Magazine. In 
order to become more professional, Barnett felt it was necessary for 
the teachers to have an official publication. Although the Alliance had 
to petition the Alberta Education Association for a grant of $1000 in 
order to start printing, Barnett boldly went ahead. The first issue of 


the magazine appeared in June, 1920, and it has been published to date 


ty Kratzmann, "AVision Vindicated, '' Phi Delta Kappan, 
XLV (March, 1964), p. 289. 


8a,T.A. Magazine, Vol. V (July, 1924), p. 1. 


i : é 
¥ ’ e € 6 


sro Ltirbro% Wiiry | if’ bis ae ibhiow ven nqmt baw aio isu “ nore 
* a > 


oar " i? 
o¢ eiels: arsnreiei a tat ssw Ob0T oF 2601 mor? boixog bu’ 
ite oti saw eit pevaoed non ralooneh orld Yo Naas oy ye 


Bs 
vA 
Dies " cc 


—_ > 


<einerinellaqae 2o6 3 O10 Daf er lato Wo xodcatttt 


=~ J 


Le i harebr rooe & HiviIS WAS Ten BS: OTE S eee #0 Biga 
A hs : fey Lt a ee 
imepce stom bas eisupsbant 5 yne vik ‘tetany fOTOF 48 _— Wie ttl 
; ‘ = Hi : y y _ “ir ee ~ 
: - -. . f — + . eS, 
. 16 gathlind ans isiva fi blo welt nb batwspe aw senshoar 
: | pt 
0 bsiquisce stew 108 brid) bat ne soite-wom ad soured vk 
. . : -- a -* 


Mn, 


silt wwoitavcbA Yo weed oda “ ce a witibiy Sug, Sei sige 
' 7 - = ‘= . 9 
oes htl Sit bow 9 qeahenad: ant tet 


109 20 beielgmos bus textit edd x fee sa a aoe . 
“int ee ee nes : Aad — 
giseyeM .A.T WA edd « caw / s50kore a Seceal “booze 8 


TOL yTssee5en sew ti Het i ai Lacatidiagns roar 9 — 


ed sonsillA ‘93 gue dgla: aot sitdug 


oS 


ni OOOLE ie das S/4 tot eres Dea 

| | F Pe eo 8 

to sueer texh est! ees ds: sasw base iowa 
ie * 


tsb G I psaeste lug nes ot bad gi ‘an ona usr bm 


81 

without interruption, "a professional project of no small magnitude. "9 
No doubt Barnett got many of his ideas for the new periodical from 
The Schoolmaster, the official organ of the National Union of Teachers, 
which the Executive Council authorized the general secretary to sub- 
scribe to.!0 One of Barnett's first jobs was Business and Advertising 
Editor of the magazine which served as a means of communication 
between the rural members and the Alliance. However, in 1925, 
after the altercation over the Bureau of Education, Barnett became 
Editor-in-Chief replacing Newland. In describing the A. T.A. Maga- 
zine, Chalmers says "If a single objective can describe the viewpoint 
of the successive editors of the periodical, that word is eclectic. 
Everything of possible significance to Alberta teachers has appeared 
in its columns, '!! 

Barnett did a great deal of writing for the magazine in the 
early days. Many of his articles appeared under such pseudonyms as 
Adamantus, Autolycus and Reflector. ie Each month for several years 
there appeared a column headed Marginalia in which Barnett expressed 


his opinions and aired his grievances. He wrote fluently, an ability 


7 caaimere, Op, cit., p. 78. 


0 
4 A.T.A., Executive Council minutes, April 18, 1919, 


onsite ts, op. cit., pe 78. 


aves a F, J. Edwards, personal interview, February 6, 1969, 
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82 
gained from his two year stint as a reporter for the Grantham Times 
in England. 13 Mary Crawford gives Dr. Newland the credit for start - 
ing the A. T.A. Magazine in 1920 and says that he provided its guiding 
principle Magistri Neque Servi — Masters Not Slaves. 14 This motto 
has appeared on every edition for nearly fifty years. Though Newland 
gets the credit for initiating this project, Barnett must receive the 


credit for keeping it going. 


The Bureau of Education 

In 1924, when Barnett had been an Alberta resident for more 
than a decade, the plight of the teaching profession was still a sorry 
one. He describes the social and economic conditions of teachers in 
one of his annual reports to the Annual General Meeting as follows: 


The teaching profession was in the deepest despondency,. 
Teachers! salaries were 'cut'' while other wage-earners were 
reaping considerable compensation for the increased cost-of- 
living; teachers felt themselves powerless; they were leaving the 
profession by hundreds because of the apparent hopelessness of 
things; 'permits'' and letters of authority were showered like 
blessings on the poor; individual teachers were without any form 
of protection whatever against wrongful treatment, officialdom and 
autocracy were apparent everywhere; and those outside the pro- 
fession treated teachers with a most humiliating condescension. 


13 as : 
J.W. Barnett, Statement of Qualifications from Barnett 


Papers. 
14 : 
Mary Crawford, in'H.,C. Newland, Collected Papers."' Talk 
given on C,K.U.A. about 1954, 
15 
J. W. Barnett, "Seventh Annual Report of the General 
Secretary-Treasurer,'' The A.T.A. Magazine, Vol. IV (May, 1924), 
Dette 
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83 
This situation was creating an urgent problem for the Alliance, In 
order to combat the attitude of humiliating condescension, it was felt 
by Barnett that everything possible should be done to help the teachers, 
Therefore in December, 1922, the Executive Council decided to 
establish a Bureau of Education in the hope that such a project would 
dispel the charges that the Alliance was concerned only with teachers' 
salaries and defending teachers against belligerent school boards. 
Now it could claim it was also concerned with the professional aspect 
of pedagogy by helping teachers to improve their academic proficiency. 
On April 2, 1923, the A.G.M. approved the establishing of the bureau 
and stated its aims: 


1) To assist members of the A. T.A. to keep in touch with the 
scientific work in education. 


2) To assist members of the A.T.A. to improve their professional 
training. 


3) To help mould public opinion in educational matters so as to 
make possible the putting into practice the best educational know- 


ledge. 


4) To assist teachers of the province in bringing about a greater 
uniformity in the grading of pupils. 16 


In addition, the bureau was to provide correspondence courses, 
prepare examination papers, distribute stencils for maps and charts 
and give professional advice to members of the Alliance. Some of the 


16 
A.T.A., Executive Council Minutes, April 2, 1923. 
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84 
work of preparing materials for teachers was facilitated by enlisting 
the assistance of the correspondence department and spare-time staff 
of Alberta College where Barnett had been employed as vice~ principal 
in 1912-13, 17 Arrangements for the operation of the bureau as a divi- 
sion of the A, T.A. Publishing Company, which had previously been 
set up to publish the A, T.A. Magazine, proved to be extremely con 
plicated. Chalmers explains that ''Each stratum had its own bureau- 
cracy. All strata were linked through a common secretary-treasurer 
or business comptroller; for all three this was John Barnett. If at 
times he did not appear to know which hat he was wearing, this is not 
surprising, 8 The upshot of it all was that the confusion led to con- 
flict between Barnett and Newland and the conflict led ultimately to 
Dr. Newland's dismissal as editor of the A.T.A. Magazine. Barnett 
became the new Editor-in-Chief in June, 1925, but still the problems 
of the bureau were not solved, The Executive Council finally decided 
to liquidate it, but this was easier said than done. The operations of 
the bureau dragged on unprofitably for two more years under Barnett's 
management. Many of those concerned were still dissatisfied with 
the financial operations and some even questioned Barnett's ability to 


carry this added responsibility. Powell states that, 'In 1927 the plight 


17 
Barnett Papers. 
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85 
of the Bureau of Education became the ground for open revolt in the 
A.G.M, There were those who felt that Barnett was not equal to the 
job and that they should look for another man,'“9 Others staunchly 
stood behind Barnett. Moreover, they did not hesitate to say so. One 
of the delegates stood up and spoke on Barnett's behalf: 

When I was in a dispute with the Boyle Crossing School Board was 
it a course peddler or a mimeograph foreman or a research stu- 
dent who got me out of a jam? It was not. It was fighting John 
Barnett, and he is the man we need to head this organization. Mr. 
Chairman, as aduly appointed delegate of the members-at- large, 
I wish to move a vote of confidence in our general- secretary, 
fighting John Barnett, 

Powell tells us that ''The motion was seconded and carried 
handsomely."' This anecdote illustrates the fact that Barnett made 
enemies, but he also made many friends suchas C,O. Hicks, A.J.H. 
Powell, T.E.A, Stanley and Charles Peasley who remained loyal to 
him in spite of his shortcomings, In the end, both the Executive 
Council and the A.G.M, supported him although some did not agree 
wholeheartedly with his ideas. Thus Barnett got his own way but man- 
aged to keep the support of those he opposed — a remarkable accom- 
plishment, This ability is described by Hicks: 

- - « My admiration for this man reached its peak after watching 


him emerge from fight after fight only to make over his erstwhile 
enemies into friends. To me this was John's greatest achievement 


A, J.Hs Powell, The Alberta Teachers’ Alliance" (Unpub= 
lished memoir, 1962), p..22. 


20 
Ibid., p. 24, 
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and it explains in part why he was so valuable an administrator 
of Alberta Teachers! Association policy. 21 


In July, 1928, the bureau was finally sold to two Calgary teachers and 
renamed the Western Canadian Institute. Thus the A. T.A. was finally 


rid of the 'millstone"' which had plagued itsleaders from its inception. 


The Canadian Teachers' Federation 

The establishing of a Dominion wide organization for teachers 
was another step toward professionalism. ''One seldom-noted (perhaps 
because so obvious) hall-mark of a profession is the establishment of 
a national organization to which all practitioners can belong. ue? 
Barnett felt that if teaching was to become a profession comparable to 
that of medicine or law, it would be necessary to have a national 
teachers! organization comparable to the Canadian Medical Associa- 
tion and the Canadian Bar Association. He therefore began to press 
for the inauguration of such an institution, Paton states that, 'Barnett 
and Charlesworth did more than anyone else to launch the C, T. F. rie 


Dr. McNally also gives Barnett much of the credit in saying, "He was 


largely instrumental in the formation of the Canadian Teachers! 


ce O. Hicks, In Memory of John Walker Barnett (Printed 
memorial anthology), p. 2. 
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if M, Paton, The Role of Teachers' Organizations in 


Canadian Society (Quance Lectures, 1962), pp, 37-38, 
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87 
Federation, the national organization. 24 Moreover, the 1919 A.G.M., 
passed a resolution authorizing Barnett to communicate with the Pro- 
vincial Teachers! Associations in each of the western provinces on 
the matter of setting up a Western Federation of Teachers! Alliances 
"without prejudice however, to a further move in the direction of a 


25 Asa result of these 


Dominion Federation of Teachers! Alliances." 
communications, the general secretaries of the four western provin- 
cial teachers' organizations held a meeting in Winnipeg in October, 
1919, Barnett was appointed secretary, and arrangements were made 
fora conference to be held the following year in Calgary. 26 At the 
1920 meeting, representatives from Ontario encouraged the group to 
set down the constitution so as to permit all teachers! organizations 
of Canada to join if they should so wish. 27 

At this inaugural meeting in Calgary, Barnett was named to 
the Executive Council of the C. FT. F. as one of three members for 
Alberta. The constitution drawn up at this time stated that annual elec- 
tions for president, vice-president and secretary-treasurer must be 
held. Miss Helen Arbuthnot was elected as secretary for the following 


oo es F, McNally, In Memory of John Walker Barnett, (Printed 


memorial anthology), p. 23. 
5 
A.T.A., Executive Council minutes, April 19, 1919. 


26a.T,A. Magazine, Vol. I (June, 1920), p. 15, 
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88 
year thus freeing Barnett for other duties. c< The C, T. F. was, from 
its earliest stages, concerned with the economic well-being of Cana - 
dian teachers but, as Paton notes, it gradually "came to see its proper 
role as co-ordinating information and promoting co-operation among 
the provincial affiliates, 1494 The latter role is exemplified in a motion 
by Barnett which stated: 

that any member in good standing in any affiliated Organization 

be accepted as a member in good standing in any Province to 

which he or she may go for the remainder of the fiscal year, 39 
Another motion by Barnett at this same meeting presented the idea 
that the Federation should go on record as favoring the establishment 
of arbitration boards in each of the provinces similar to the Board of 
Reference which had been set up in Manitoba by the Legislature. 31 

Barnett saw in the C.T, F. an opportunity to involve the Federal 

Government to a greater extent in educational matters and, at the 
C,T.F. convention in Toronto in 1921, he moved that 'the Dominion 
Government be asked to give substantial grants to the several provin- 


cial governments to assist them in taking care of non-English speaking 


32 
Canadians, !'! 


¢8Canadian Teachers! Federation, Unpublished minutes of 
Inaugural Meeting, July 27, 1920. 


a) Paton, OD aCit. 5 Der 42. 


30¢, T. F., Inaugural Meeting minutes, July 27, 1920. 
3h, fas 


32tpid, , Unpublished minutes of Annual Meeting, August 9, 1921, 
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Barnett was also concerned about the financial situation of the 
Federation, At the second annual convention held in Saskatoon in 1922, 
a discussion of fees for the ensuing year led to the formation of a sub- 
committee to draft a tentative budget. This committee consisted of 
one member from each province, and Barnett was chosen to represent 
Alberta. 33 The western provinces were dissatisfied because they 
felt that Ontario was not paying its full share of fees, Differences of 
opinion stemmed from a lack of consensus between East and West 
regarding the function of the national body. Barnett had been espec- 
ially disappointed with the meagre contribution of the C.T. F. to the 
Edmonton High School teachers strike fund, but the Ontario delegates 
maintained that the Federation should be concerned with education in 
general rather than teacher welfare in particular. 

Continued bickering over finances and fees resulted in the 
establishment of a Constitution and Policy Committee in 1924, 34 
Barnett was appointed to this committee and he immediately attempted 
to reform the fiscal policy of the Federation. At the Annual Meeting 
in Victoria that year he presented the following resolution: 

- - e that the Financial year of the C.T.F. be from July 1 to 


June 30 and that the different affiliated organizations be assessed 
the per capita fee as provided for in the Constitution on each and 


33Ipid,, July 25, 1922. 
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every member paying the fixed annual dues to his own Provincial 
Organization during the above mentioned year, 3 


Barnett also stated at this time that he believed the membership fee 
for the C.T. F. should be 50 cents per member for the first 1500 menr 
bers and 25 cents per member for the next 1000 members and that the 
maximum fee for any affiliated organization should be $1000, 36 He 
put these ideas into resolutions which the delegates adopted, but still 
disagreements over finances continued to plague the national group. 
Barnett continued to sit on the policy committee and, as chairman of 
the group, presented the annual report in both 1926 and 1927, At the 
Eighth Annual Convention in Toronto, Barnett recommended: 
1) That the C.T. F. approve of the establishment of faculties of 
education in certain Canadian Universities and expresses the hope 
that in the near future at least one University in each Province 
will have such a faculty in its organization, 
2) That the C,.T.F. approve of the action of certain Departments 
of Education in adopting a policy of making grants on a sliding 
scale so that advantage may be given to those local authorities 
which pay a more generous salary to their teachers, 
3) That the C.T.F. views with satisfaction the tendency through- 
out Canada to increase the term of teachers! training and re- 
affirms our belief in the necessity for higher standards of entrance 


to training schools and a longer period of professional training, 37 


Thus Barnett hoped to get the Federation to back the things he was 


37 TDid,, August J4, 1924, 
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91 
pressing for in Alberta, 

By 1927, the C, T. F. included the teachers! organizations from 
all provinces of Canada and it had gained considerable prestige. That 
year was of special significance to the Federation as it played host to 
the World Federation of Educational Associations in Toronto. Dele- 
gates attended from all over the world and Barnett was chosen to 
represent the Alliance. 38 At the 1930 C.T. F. annual convention held 
at Jasper, Alberta, John Barnett was named president. AnA,T.A. 
past president's account of the convention states that Barnett, ''an 
Albertan of high educational repute and executive ability has been 
chosen as head of the Federation, It is an honor well-merited by our 
general secretary and bespeaks the very high respect in which his 
person and judgment are held by the members of our sister organiza- 
tions,''27 In 1934 Barnett was appointed by the C,T.F, to be a mem- 
ber of a committee in charge of setting up a Bureau of Research, a 

That Barnett played his full part in the development of the 
national organization is abundantly clear in spite of the fact that he 
did not always agree with C.T.F. policies. Although "Barnett was a 
> Srhid., August 16, 1927. 
39a .T.A, Magazine, Vol, XI (September, 1930), p. 9. 
aa McNab, "'A History of the Alberta Teachers! Association," 


Unpublished Master's thesis, University of Alberta, Edmonton, 1949, 
Dp. 136, 
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92 
founding member and for 25 years a dominant figure in the Canadian 
Teachers! Federation, '4! he could not control the larger organization 
as he did the Alliance. But, he continued to give it his whole-hearted 
Support, and his work in the Federation exemplifies his broader view 
of the importance of a national organization in the professional develop- 


ment of teachers, 


Tenure 

If John Barnett were to be credited with only one thing, it could 
well be his insistence on fair-play. As membership in the Alliance 
grew, he became increasingly more confident and aggressive, more 
resentful of injustices and more popular with the down-trodden, over- 
burdened, often distressed rural teachers, This popularity stemmed 
from the success Barnett had in supporting the teachers in unjust dis- 
missal cases, Inthe early days security of tenure was almost unheard 
of. Teachers lived in constant fear of being dismissed on the flimsiest 
of excuses and many appealed to the Alliance for help. In 1924 Barnett 
reported that the A. T. A. had threatened to take legal action in as 
many as 76 cases and had hired a solicitor, G,H. Van Allen,to carry 
out the threats. However, many cases were settled out of court and 


of the 76 mentioned above, only three actually went to court. 42 In 


*lDowell, op. cit., p. 30. 


Tari W. Barnett, "Report to the Annual General Meeting, "' 
Aol. A, Magazine, Vol. IV (May, 1924); p. 30. 
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93 
1926 Van Allen reported that the prestige of the Alliance had been 
greatly augmented, that the Alliance was now a power to be reckoned 
with, that some changes had been made in The School Act and that 
precedents were being set in settling disputes between boards and 
teachers. *3 Some cases were taken as far as the Supreme Court of 
Canada, but others were settled in magistrate's courts by Barnett 
himself who "often did minor court jobs to keep legal costs down. tere 
Still other disputes never got any farther than the school board 
offices, the school playground or a farmer's stockyard, Numerous 
examples of such are recounted in the memoirs of past presidents. 
One tenure dispute involving the impending dismissal of a young Smoky 
Lake principal is an example of the chicanery to which some boards 
stooped. However, after a meeting with Barnett acting as the teacher's 
advocate, the board withdrew the dismissal charges. The reason 
became apparent 'a few months later, when the young principal was 
elected M. L.A. for the riding. Someone else had had political 
aspirations, and it had seemed a good idea to get the young principal 
45 


out of the way." 


In his attempts to ensure that teachers were not unjustly 


43cG HH, Van Allen, A.T.A. Magazine, Vol. VI (May, 1926), 
Beaa0. 


44 
Powell, op. cit., p. 19. 


45Inid., p. 19. 
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94 
treated, Barnett encountered many obstacles. However, the opposi- 
tion from the attorney- general's department and from the Department 
of Education was particularly galling. A past president of the Associa- 
tion relates that 'It is interesting to recall that for some years the 
Minister of Education refused to admit John Barnett to his office. 146 
This bitter antagonism of the government officials towards the 
Alliance did not make Barnett's job any easier, Although the Alliance 
was successful in many of its legal disputes, it did not win them all. 

It suffered total defeat in the Blairmore case in spite of the efforts of 
Barnett and solicitor Van Allen. Other cases which were equally 
frustrating were the Redcliff, Ponoka, Lethbridge and Youngstown dis- 
putes. These school boards were all charged with the obnoxious tac- 


47 and giving teachers 


tics of calling for resignations without just cause, 
no chance to defend themselves. After unsuccessful attempts to have 
teachers reinstated, Barnett's only recourse was to place these 
boards on the blacklist. 48 But, at the same time, he strove constantly 
to have the tenure clause of The School Act changed. 


In 1921, when the new Minister of Education, Perren Baker, 


took over, Barnett presented to the government a proposed new tenure 


46 
A.T.A. Magazine, Vol. XXXVII (February, 1957), p. 27. 


47 
Aol, A. Magazine, Vol. | (Sept. - Oct., 1920), ps 3. 
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clause calling for continuous contracts, more than five days notice on 
dismissal hearings, the establishment of a conciliation board and the 
right of a teacher to have legal representation at dismissal hearings. 4 
However, Baker was not much more sympathetic than G. Peter Smith 
had been, and little was done during the next fifteen years to relieve 
the situation. Dedicated as Barnett was to helping the teachers, his 
cause was hampered by unfair legislation which he seemed impotent 
to remedy, and school boards continued to harass teachers in a high- 
handed manner until the defeat of the U. F.A. government, With the 
election of the Social Credit party, conditions were greatly improved. 
'The new government moved vigorously into the field of educational 
legislation. 10 Laws regarding security of tenure, pensions and col- 
lective bargaining were soon passed, but the most important measures 
were the amendments to The Teaching Profession Act. 51 

School boards were not the only ones the Alliance put on its 
blacklists. Barnett did not hesitate to censure those teachers who 
were found guilty of transgressions also. One such case involved two 
teachers whose actions were deemed unprofessional in that they had 
assisted a school board in unfair actions against another teacher. The 


Executive Council decided, no doubt at Barnett's insistence, to punish 
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96 
the teachers by keeping their names on record in the office, Se Thus, 
in the name of professionalism, Barnett prided himself as an arbitra- 
tor of justice to all, With the passing of The Teaching Profession Act 
the Association gained the authority to discipline its members in 


order to ensure more professional behavior. 


Pensions 

The privileges enjoyed by retired teachers today were planned 
for fifty years ago by John Barnett and his colleagues, Pensions were 
part of the original plan outlined by Barnett in his Magna Carta when 
the Alliance was formed, °° He believed that teachers could not have 
complete financial security without a pension scheme and that it was: 
necessary for professionalism. 

The 1918 Easter convention of the A.E,A, and A. T,A. passed 
a resolution giving the newly formed teachers! Alliance authority to 
investigate the pension question. A Committee was struck to prepare 
proposals which were presented to the Minister of Education in 1919, 
G. P, Smith pleaded for time to get oriented to his new position, but 


did promise to give the proposal his consideration, 54 This was the 


32 4. T.A., Executive Council minutes, January, 1925, 
>3supra, Pei). 
54 


AoTeA, Magazine» Vol. X (April, 1930), p. 13. 
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I 
beginning of the Ministers' procrastination in the matter of a super- 
annuation scheme for teachers. Year after year, Barnett went back 
to the government with one proposal after another. His 1921 Manifesto 
included a statement regarding pensions, 55 Between 1920 and 1934 
Barnett continued to press for a pension scheme and ina survey of its 
endeavors in this area, the A. T.A. stated in February, 1935, that it 
had dealt with this matter fifty-four times. ae Year after year the 
government gave one excuse or another. Finally in 1929, after British 
Columbia and Saskatchewan had acquired Retirement Acts, it seemed 
as if Alberta was going to be successful, but the Wall Street crash 
intervened, The government's reaction was predictable: 

It was not until the summer of 1929 that Premier Brownlee, 
conscious of the conspicuous isolation of Alberta in the matter, 
took John Barnett aside. He asked John to keep his pension 
people quiet for a few months, so the government would not seem 
to be under pressure. If this were done, he believed he could 
carry through a teachers! retirement plan at the next (1930) ses- 
sion of the House... . The crash on Wall Street came in 
October, 1929; the fiscal conditions of the province immediately 
became precarious, and in the depression which followed nothing 
was heard of teachers! pensions, For a few destitute old teachers, 
Perren Baker was able to secure an indigent allowance of $25 or 
$30 a month; that was all, 57 
However, Barnett did not give up. His next attempt came in 
epee 
ibidyy Vole Il (October,.1921),:p.. 7. 
56 
Ibtdea Volt VY (February, 1935), p. 2. 


B0 Bowell, op. cit., p. 2l. 
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98 
1933 when he drew up a plan in which: 
1) Only teachers with highest salaries would contribute, 


2) The government would pay administration costs only for the 
first three years. 


3) Profits of approximately $50, 000 would be available to the 
government as a loan, 


Even this generous offer was turned down by the desperate, scandal- 
riven U.F.A. government. Prospects looked bright in 1935, when the 
new school-teacher premier took over but it was not until 1939 that 
Aberhart called Barnett to his office and offered the first government 
pension plan to the teachers — $25 per month upon retirement at age 
65. 39 Barnett had hoped for more, but lost no time in inaugurating 
the scheme, A committee consisting of Barnett, two teachers anda 
government representative was formed to invest the teachers! con- 
tributions, Eight teachers began to collect pensions on December 31, 
1939, after having contributed to the fund for only four months. 60 
Thus Barnett had finally achieved a pension scheme of sorts. 
Although it left much to be desired in many areas, still another of the 
professional goals had been accomplished and Barnett must have felt 
st T.A. Magazine, Vol. XIII (March, 1933), p. 9. 


5 ° 
4, O. Hicks, 'Reminiscences,'' (Unpublished memoir, 
February, 1967), p. 13. 
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99 
considerable satisfaction after twenty years of persistent pressures 
on legislators, Kratzmann's comment is noteworthy: 

While Alberta was responsible for, or shared in many firsts in 
education. . . it was the last geographical unit of the English- 
speaking British Empire to achieve a state- supported pension 
fund for teachers. 
Salaries 
Barnett believed that teachers would not become professional 
until the principle of collective bargaining was accepted. He was 
positively opposed to individual teachers attempting to secure raises 
by personal solicitation as he felt this method was degrading and un- 
professional, He stated that 'This bargaining and dickering over 
salaries is undignified and teachers must do their best to discourage 
— make impossible — its continuance. 1102 Thus, he tried to persuade 
school boards to adopt the Model Salary Schedule which he had drawn 
up. 
Referring to the salary question in 1920, Barnett said the 
A. T. A. must show determination in the face of opposition. 03 He was 
convinced that properly paid teachers would be professional teachers. 


61 


A, Kratzmann, 'The Alberta Teachers' Association: A Doc- 
umentary Analysis of a Professional Organization, '' Unpublished Ph. 
D. dissertation, University of Chicago, 1963, p. 186, 
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oy T.A. Magazine, Vol. I (August, 1920), p. 1. 
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Therefore another of his arguments for higher salaries was that 
"Teaching must be made a career, its dignity as a profession must be 
restored and the only way in which this can be done is by making the 
financial emoluments at least comparable with those of other lines of 
work, 164 Barnett was not only concerned about the teachers but also 
about the pupils. He stated that ''The squeezing of a few dollars on 
the teacher's salaryis.. . deleterious to the welfare of Canada's 
future citizens,'! He constantly urged teachers to join the Alliance 
and implied that increased memberships would put the A, T.A. ina 
stronger position to demand salaries ''commensurate with the office 
and dignity of ateacher. A big increase in membership will do much 
to stem the tide of reaction which has set in against teachers' 
salaries, 106 

The reaction to which Barnett referred had begun during the 
depression after the war and reached a climax in the Edmonton High 
School Teachers! strike which took place in 1921. The Morning 
Bulletin carried a detailed account of the strike which began on April 
11, 1921, and ended exactly two weeks later on April 25, The teachers 
tried to explain their position in letters to The Bulletin while the stand 

qe » MoluligAtGeust»1920), p. 19. 
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101. 
taken by the school! board seemed to be upheld by the editor in his 
editorial columns. The first letter from the teachers! representa- 
tive stated that 'the one insurmountable barrier in our relations with 
the board was the insulting attitude of the chairman towards the repre- 
sentative of the teache reed Two days later another letter from the 
teachers claimed that 'the Edmonton teachers are on strike because 
the school board flatly refuses to recognize the Alliance. The teachers 
claim the right of collective bargaining; that right has been autocrati- 
cally rejected by the school board. The teachers are out on strike 
because of the attitude of the board in ejecting their representative 
from the council of the board. 168 Personalities had definitely entered 
into the struggle and it almost seemed as if the question of salaries 
had become secondary despite the fact that Barnett listed the negotia- 
tion of the 1921 salary schedule as one of the four issues, the other 
three being recognition of the Alliance, collective bargaining and 
teacher representation at school board meetings, a2 

A public meeting was held in McDougall Church one week 


after the strike began, to try to come to some decision as to what 


Sine Morning Bulletin, April 11, 1921, p. 7. 


eorrid ) April 14, 1921, p. 9. 


Ott AS Magazine, Vol, I (April - May, 1921), p. 3. 
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should be done. ‘9 Both sides ably stated their case-and the meeting 
ended with the passing of a resolution asking the board and the teachers 
to get together, This they did, but after sitting for four and a half 
hours on the evening of Wednesday, April 26, they failed to arrive at 
any decision, ‘1 The following day the board capitulated to a degree 
by offering to appoint a committee to meet the teachers and discuss 
salaries if they would return to work. The board's resolution was: 


That the Edmonton Board of Public School Trustees expresses 
its willingness to appoint a standing conference committee con- 
sisting of two of its members, for the purpose of conferring with 
representatives of the teachers or employees in other branches 
of the service of the board, the said committee to report back to 
the board as a-whole, the proceedings of any such conference, 


Barnett found this totally unacceptable ‘Since it deliberately ignored 
the Alliance. But the teachers said they would accept the resolution 
with the following amendments: 


1) That the words the "Edmonton High School Teachers! Alliance"! 
replace the words 'the teachers," 


2) That in the event of any report from the conference committee 
being referred back to the whole board or any committee of the 
board, the representatives of the Alliance shall have the privilege 
of being present at such committee or at the board on the same 
footing as before the conference committee. 


3) That the representatives of the Alliance be invited to attend 
the management committee meetings, 


70 The Morning Bulletin, ADVIS lO cl Dents 


‘lipid,, April 21, 1921, p. 1. 


eetnid April 22,192 p. 1. 


?3tbid., April 25, 1921, p. 1. 
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The board, of course, did not want to include the word "Alliance" in 
any part of the resolution, but a compromise was finally agreed upon 
as follows: 

1) "Representatives of the High School Alliance, Public School 

Alliance or any other group of teachers or any individual teacher" 

replace the words ''the teachers,'! 

2) That in the event of any report from the conference committee 

to the whole board or any committee of the board the representa- 

tives of the teachers (as defined by groups under point 1) shall 

exercise their existing privilege of being present at such commit- 

tee or at the board to present their views. 
The third amendment was opposed by one board member, but it was 
pointed out that since these meetings were open to the public and the 
press, there should be no objection to Alliance representatives com- 
ing and listening to the discussion. The board finally agreed that no 
action be taken in regard to this request. Thus the points of conten- 
tion were resolved and the teachers went back to work. 

As is the case in many controversies, both sides declared they 
had won, There is no doubt that the teachers did win some of their 
demands, in that the salaries question was to be considered, 'but it 
was also understood that this would signify minor adjustments. tS 
Also, some recognition for the Alliance had been achieved, although 
the power of the Alliance had been emasculated somewhat by the 
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rewording of the first amendment. Writing in the A.T.A. Magazine 
after the strike, Barnett declared that the teachers had won a measure 
of recognition for the Alliance and partial representation, According 
to Barnett, it was agreed 'that Alliance representatives should be 
present at all meetings of the Board or any committee thereof having 
under consideration any report from the Conference Committee and 
that the Alliance representatives should have the further privilege 
of laying their case before the Board or committee of the board. 76 
In 1964, some 22 years after the strike, a Special Issue of the A. T.A. 
Magazine contained submissions of the Association to a Special Com- 
mittee of the Legislative Assembly, on Collective Bargaining. Refer- 
ring to the 1921 strike, it stated that 'the Edmonton school board 
recognized the Alliance as bargaining agent for the teachers, 7? On 
May 6, a Conference Committee consisting of two trustees was set 
up by the school board and thus the principle of collective bargaining 
was established, /® 

Twenty-one years elapsed before the next strike of teachers 
took place in Alberta. On November 10, 1942, the teachers of the 


Vegreville School Division walked out closing fifty-seven of the sixty- 


70, TA. Magazine, Vol. I (April- May, 1921), p. 3. 
oy 


A.T.A. Magazine, Special Issue, Vol. XLV (October, 
1964), p. 106, 


18The Morning Bulletin, May 6, 1921, p. 1. 
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49 


two schools in the Division, The cause of the strike was salaries, 


over which the dispute had been raging since March. 80 The Vegreville 
divisional board had agreed to calling in a Board of Arbitration but 

had refused to abide by its decision, The Edmonton Bulletin of Octo- 
ber 2 carried this announcement: 


Notification has been received by J. W. Barnett secretary-manager 
of the A. T.A. to the effect that the Vegreville divisional board has 
not accepted the rulings of the Board of Arbitration with respect 
to the amount of salary teachers of the division are to be paid. 81 


The board had announced that it would pay salaries based ona basic 
minimum of $840 after the Arbitration Board recommended that the 
basic should be $925. Barnett's comment on the decision of the board 


was, "Their action was in direct contravention of previous understand- 


82 


ings effected between the board andthe A. T.A,"! Barnett further 


stated that "of all the disputes in trades and industries that have been 


settled by boards of arbitration in the province, their rulings have 


been ignored only by school boards, 183 


Many people were disappointed when the annual A.S.T.A. con- 


bcupemearonton Bulletin, Novernber 10, 1942.75. 9. 


oteidee October 20, 1942). p. 19. 


Brpid. ,» October 2, 1942, p. 10. The reference to Barnett as 


secretary-manager of the A, T. A, is another indication of the extent to 
which his power had grown. 


BZ hid. 


83 
Ibid. 
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vention being held in Edmonton on November ll, 12 and 13 did not find 
a solution to the problem. Some trustees sought a method of forcing 
the teachers to return to their schools. But Dr. McNally, speaking at 
the convention urged the trustees to settle amicably and speedily. He 
said that the teachers could not be ordered back to work under the War 
Measures Act. Moreover, he added that there was a great shortage 
of teachers and that there was danger that the Vegreville board would 


oe Barnett announced at this stage that the 


lose the teachers they had. 
A.T.A. had been informed that the Dominion Industrial Disputes Act 
did not apply to teachers and he declared 'that no obstacles would be 
placed in the way of teachers desiring to transfer to other teaching 
posts, but that it might be necessary to obtain permits to transfer to 
another vocation. ee Thus, Barnett and McNally had both tried to 
pressure the Vegreville board into a settlement. The A.S.T.A. con- 
vention ended with the appointment of a committee of three trustees 
to meet with Department of Education officials in an attempt to bring 


about a settlement. 86 Dr. McNally was named as an intermediary on 


behalf of the Department and announced that he would have a proposal 


ee Thee, November 12, 1942, p. 5. 


e Thidd, »Newvemberr169, 19427, pp. 9} 


sleueer ie November 18, 1942, p. 16. 
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ready to submit to the teachers in a few days. 87 

On December 9, 1942, Dr. McNally presented his proposal 
which was accepted by the Provincial Executive and the Vegreville 
local of the A, T. A. but rejected by the school board, thus stalemating 
the negotiations, 88s On the same day Dr. McNally announced that ''tthe 
Department would take action to open the Vegreville schools on January 
4, next, 189 if the board had not made a move by then, The next 
announcement came five days later, to the effect that the trustees had 
met with Premier Aberhart.?9 The results of the interview were not 
announced, but another proposal by the board was rejected by the 
teachers on December 23. 91 On the same date, however, a further 
alternative was proposed by the department for the teachers! con- 
sideration, In the December 30 issue of The Bulletin, a news item 
announced that a settlement had been reached on December 29, 
Schools would open on January 4, since the trustees had finally agreed 


2 
that the teachers 'be paid a cost-of-living bonus of 73%. W? 


87 
Ibid. 


5 eibid:, December 14, 1942, p. 9. 
89 

Ibid. 
90 | 

Ibid., December 19, 1942, p. il. 


Jlipid., December 23, 1942, p. 16, 
920 
Ibid., December 30, 1942, p. 9. 
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Thus the longest strike in the history of the teaching profession 
in Alberta came to an end after thirty-three teaching days. Inthe 
final settlement no statement of basic salary was given, but the board 
agreed to pay a total of $69, 830 plus the 73% for the 62 teachers less 
the amount of salary lost while on strike, Originally, the arbitration 
board had recommended a total settlement of $76, 000. 93 Thus, the 
cost to the board was almost as much as had been suggested by arbitra- 
tion, but the payment of the bonus was preferable to raising the basic 
salary. 

In writing about the Vegreville strike, Hall states that, ''The 
strike may have served as a test case to test the support of the 
Association and the application of the labour legislation, "94 With re- 
gard to Hall's first contention, support given by A. T.A. members was 
gratifying. Each member was asked for a voluntary contribution of 
$1.00 per month for the duration of the strike, thus ensuring that the 
striking teachers would have an income, 95 Hall's second point may 


be valid since this legislation had applied to teachers only since 1941. 


Athi de 


cae G. Hall, "A Historical Study of Salary Payments to 
Teachers and of the Emergence of Principles of Salary Scheduling in 
Alberta," ee Petal, Be certation University of Toronto, 
1967 op.) 5), 


baal T.A., Executive Council minutes, October 10, 1942. 
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The A. T.A. Magazine states, "Finally in 1941, as a result of repre- 
sentations to the government, teachers were included in the provis- 
‘Trig and Act Ze Perhaps 
Barnett did wish to test the new legislation and the support of the 
members, If so, he must have been satisfied with the results. As 
stated above, negotiations went through all the steps to arbitration 


and the power of the Association was demonstrated when the teachers 


returned to work with most of their demands fulfilled. 


Summary 


By the time Barnett retired in 1946, most of the goals listed in 
his Magna Carta had been achieved, either as a result of his efforts or 
by the auspicious circumstances created by the election of the Social 
Credit government. Barnett's goalof professionalism for teachers 
was partially accomplished by the setting up of such tangible projects 
as the A.T.A. Magazine. One of the chief values of this publication 
is that it has provided an unbroken record of the history of the 
Association, 

Barnett's work in assisting in the establishment of the Canadian 
Teachers' Federation has served to keep the Alberta Teachers' 


Association in touch with educational developments in other provinces, 


90, T,A, Magazine, Special Issue, Vol. XLV (October, 
1964), p. ll. 
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Although Barnett was not always thoroughly in agreement with some 
of its policies, the C.T. F, had supplied the A. T,A. with some finan- 
cial backing as well as moral support during the first teachers! strike 
in 1921.9’ The work of the general secretary in securing formal con- 
tracts ensuring security of tenure, has added to the dignity and well- 
being of individual teachers, while his success in establishing oie 
schedules, collective bargaining and respectable pensions has im- 
proved the economic position of all Alberta teachers. Writing in the 
first issue of the A. T.A, Magazine, Barnett stated, ''The guiding 
principle of our policy will therefore be... to persistently endeavor 
to raise the status of the teaching profession in the Province, ''78 
One cannot deny that his work has contributed immeasurably to the 


fulfillment of this aim, 


"Gerald Nason, ''The Canadian Teachers! Federation: A 
Study of Its Historical Development, Interests and Activities From 
1919 to 1960,"' Unpublished Ed. D. dissertation, University of Toronto, 
1964, p. 33. . 
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CHAPTER VI 
PERSONAL VIEWS OF JOHN WALKER BARNETT 


Any assessment of Barnett's personal views must take into 
account the fact that the man had spent nearly half his life in England 
before he immigrated to Canada. Hicks explains that 'John was too 
mature when he left Lincolnshire to melt into the common mould. His 
mannerisms and speech would always be those of his native land even 
though his heart was possessed by Alberta. it Thus, his English back- 
ground surely influenced his views and contributed to his attitude 


towards society. 
I GENERAL VIEWS 


On Social Reform 

John Barnett believed that the children of any nation are its 
most important asset and that any effort at social reform must be dir- 
ected to greater care re training of the child. He stated that "no 
society is properly organized until every child that is born into it shall 


have an opportunity in life. i In order to provide this opportunity, 


eh O, Hicks, 'Reminiscences'! (Unpublished memoir, Febru- 
ary; 1907), p15, 


2 
A,T.A. Magazine, Vol. I (August, 1920), p. 18, 
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Barnett was convinced that "the first point of attack is the improve- 
: : 3 
ment in the financial status of the teachers.'' Consequently, he 
worked persistently to strengthen the Alberta Teachers! Alliance with 


the hope that it would be an instrument to improve society, 


On Civic Rights 
That society as a whole regarded teachers almost as second 
class citizens was a fact which Barnett struggled to change. In the 
early years, the public generally opposed the participation of teachers 
in political activity of any kind. In this field of civic rights for 
teachers, as in most phases of A, T.A. development, Barnett made 
his influence felt. Chalmers notes: 
As early as the 1920's the general secretary was largely respon- 
sible for beating off an Edmonton based attempt to deprive 
teachers of the right to serve as aldermen. 
An article in the A.T.A. Magazine by Barnett states that in 
1921 the Edmonton teachers were being criticized by the press for 
inviting "School Board candidates to attend a joint meeting of the two 
Local Alliances to express their views on certain fundamental 
Alliance policies, Ww It was Barnett's candid opinion that the teachers 


ae W. Chalmers, Teachers of the Foothills Province 


(Toronto: University Press, 1968), p. 168. 


AA T.A, Magazine, Vol. I (January, 192k); pe, 13. 
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1h3 
should be allowed to exercise their franchise collecti vely, and that 
by organizing and systematically informing all members of the group, 
they were merely being more efficient. Barnett summarized his 
thoughts thus: 
Only the lack of organization and of loyalty to their organization; 
only the futility of cross purposes and the ignorance of inexper- 
ience; only the lack of mental alertness and the misunderstand- 
ing of both politics and economics prevents teachers from attain- 
ing a higher status and from exerting in the community that 
power which is rightfully theirs, 6 
However, when Aberhart, an ex-teacher became premier of 


Alberta and chose several teachers as his cabinet ministers, the right 


of teachers to participate in politics was irrevocably established. 


On Politics 

Barnett had been a left wing Liberal in England, ? but in this 
country his interest in politics was not paramount. He believed that 
members of the A. T.A. should be 'firstly, citizens; secondly, educa- 
tionists; thirdly, teachers and wage-earners; fourthly (maybe), 
adherents to political parties, 18 Although Canadian politics (system 
and party names) were borrowed from Great Britain, the Canadian 


parties do not resemble the British parties in either composition or 


6 
Ibid. 
Bee ene nt by Mrs. Barnett, personal interview, May 6, 1969. 


oe T,.A, Magazine, Vol, X (May, 1930), p. 16. 
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principle, 9 Therefore Barnett found difficulty in aligning himself with 
any particular party in Alberta, However, it is true that he was 
"anything but a Conservative, iO 

Barnett voted for the man rather than the party if he deemed 
this to be expedient. In the 1921 Provincial election, he campaigned 
against the Liberal Minister of Education, The Hon, George Peter 
Smith because the Minister had been "'so forthright in derision of the 

im 
JPA TM 

In a 1930 editorial in the A, T. A, Magazine, Barnett stated 
that it was his firm conviction that: 

- « « the question of educational reform, involving as it inevit- 

ably does the future of the boys and girls of Alberta, should be 

today the paramount consideration of every citizen, especially 

those who aspire to membership in the Provincial Legislature. 
Barnett's own political decisions were motivated by a consideration 
of what was best for the Alliance and for education. Thus, he sug- 
gested: 

- « « that teachers, before casting their lot with any party — 


political group, should seek ways and means of arriving at a 
reliable, impartial conviction with respect to how each individual 


eee ee 


Oxford University Press, 1950), p. l. 


10 
Mrs, Barnett, loc. cit. 


a 
A.J.H. Powell, 'The Alberta Teachers! Alliance"! (Unpub- 


lished memoir, 1962), p. 8. 


me TeA, Magazine, “Vol, X (May, 1930), 5, 17. 
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candidate for election to the Provincial Legislature ' stacks up! 
as far as education and our platform is concerned, 13 


II VIEWS ON EDUCATION 


On Financing Education 

Barnett sincerely believed that if improvements in society were 
to take place more money must be made available for education, In 
England, he had become accustomed to an educational system in which 
the State at the national level accepted its full share of the responsibi- 
lity for education. Therefore, it was difficult for him to get used to 
the idea that the Canadian government contributed nothing directly to 
the financing of public schools, Accordingly, he began a crusade for 
Federal aid for education in Canada. Barnett's concern in this matter 
is evident from the number of times he voiced his opinion on it. 

One of the first issues of the A. T, A, Magazine contained an 
article on educational financing in England which stated that 'tOne half 
the cost of the education of any locality is born by the State. ee Ibe ike 
was possible for England to do this, Barnett thought Canada should be 
able to also, Over the years, he continued to press for Federal aid, 


this being one of the problems which the Alliance presented annually 


1 
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14. T.A. Magazine, Vol. I (August, 1920), p. 18. 
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to the Canadian Teachers! Federation. 

In 1938 Barnett and a committee of eleven other Association 
workers prepared a brief on educational finance to present to the Royal 
Commission on Dominion-Provincial Relations, This brief reiterated 
his earlier pronouncements on the problem, namely: 

Our present system of raising about 83% of our funds for ele- 

mentary and secondary education by direct tax on real property 
in local communities, about 17% by the provinces... and none at 
all by Canada as a whole is proving increasingly inadequate as 
time goes by. 15 
Four reasons why Canada should give national support to general educa- 
tion were also included. Barnett believed that Federal support must 
be given with a minimum of administrative control and that the details 
should be set down plainly by law. Control must not be far removed 
from the people, he contended, since they are so vitally concerned 
with the welfare of their children, /6 

In March, 1940, another article on Federal aid appeared in the 
A.T.A. Magazine, stating that it could be accomplished in three 
simple steps with an increase of less than 3% in Dominion spending. 
At this time Barnett declared, ‘If it is to take ten years to win Federal 


Aid for education, then let us kindle our courage and make this year 


count, Ce The following month an editorial by Barnett entitled 


15a,T,A, Magazine, Vol, XVIII (April, 1938), p. 17. 
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"Ibid, Vol. XX (March, 1940), p. 27. 
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"Federal Aid Is Inevitable" stated that: 
e e » Sooner or later the public of Canada will see to it that 
purely technical objections allegedly based on The British North 
America Act... shall not stand in the way of justice towards 
young citizens of Canada, 18 
Barnett believed that the onus was on teachers to promote this cause 
and he admonished them "to lay hold of this problem and hang on until 
something gives way. itd 
Speaking at the Canadian Teachers' Federation convention ban- 
quet in Moncton in 1931 Barnett queried, "After food and shelter should 
not education be the next charge upon the head of the home, the city 
and state oe His speech continued with the plea that education be 
‘more closely related to life'' and concluded with the deplorable fact 
that Canadians were spending more on soft drinks than on all educa- 
tional institutions including the Universities, 21 
Although Barnett worked persistently to secure the assistance 
of the Federal govenment in this matter, he did not live to see its 


fulfillment and at the time of his retirement, in an interview with the 


press, he repeated, ''There is no hope for education until it is taken 


18Ibid,, Vol. XX (April, 1940), p. 2. 
19 thid, 
¢0Fdamonton Journal, July 31, 1931, p. 7. 
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out of the field of direct taxation. nee 


On Large Divisions 

Barnett was strongly in favor of the large school units and by 
his own statement had ''devoted years of concentration to Large Divi- 
sions.'"'“3 He saw in them the opportunity to get rid of the small 
local school boards and spent much time drawing up plans for their 
inauguration, From 1922 on, the Alliance was pressing for legislation 
which would allow the establishment of large units. 

Barnett stated the policy of the Alliance on this subject many 
times and in the fall of 1926, he began a strenuous campaign to indoc- 
trinate teachers and the public. A statement of the benefits to be 
derived from the conversion appeared in both the September and Octo- 
ber A. T.A. Magazines, The November issue also contained an 
article entitled 'The Larger Administrative Unit. te The following 
fall another article appeared on the same topic, a and in December, 
1927, the Executive Council of the Alliance passed a resolution endors- 


ing the idea of Municipal School Boards. f 


edmonton Bulletin, September 4, 1946, p. 9. 


23~,.T. A, Magazine, Vol, XVIII (March, 1938), p. 1. 
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25Inid., Vol, XIII (November, 1927), p. 1. 


SP Rts Teachers' Alliance, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, December 29, 1927. 
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In May, 1930, Barnett again published his thoughts on large 
school divisions, At this time, he stated that he favored 'the creation 
of larger units of administration to the extent that the unit shall be 
sufficiently large to enable it to function with dignity and efficiency, 
yet without denial of or encroaching upon the principle of local auto- 
nomy, ''¢/ A year later, the same idea was stated again with some 
slight modifications which included changing The School Act to pro- 
vide for large divisions, hiring Superintendents rather than Inspectors 
and freeing teachers from the direct control of small local boards. ts 
This last point was the dominant factor which motivated Barnett to 
press for large units since the small rural boards had caused him so 
much trouble over salaries and tenure. However, it was not until 
the Social Credit government took over that the large unit concept 


29 


became law, 


On Curriculum 
The idea that teachers should have a voice in determining 
what is to go on in the classroom was consistently propounded by 


Barnett since this was a matter which affected education at all levels. 


27a,T.A. Magazine, Vol. X (May, 1930), p. 9. 


Sea eve Ie Tanuary, L93lep. 19. 


arate Goresky, ''The Beginning and Growth of the Alberta 
School System,'' Unpublished Master's thesis, University of Alberta, 
19447 op. foc. 
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120 
In Alberta, the practice of appointing Normal School Instructors and 
School Inspectors to curriculum committees was particularly frustrat~- 
ing to the general secretary who had taught in England where courses 
of studies are set up at the local level or even by the individual 
teachers concerned. M Barnett therefore worked diligently to get 
teachers placed on curriculum committees as representatives of the 
Alliance, 

Barnett's Manifesto of 1921 contained a request for permission 
for the Alliance to have a hand in the revision of the high school cur- 
riculum which was then taking place. se Two months later, in Decem- 
ber, 1921, the Minister of Education invited a representative of the 
Alliance to attend sessions of the Elementary Revision Committee 


32 Barnett prepared a 


aa present the Alliance's point of view. 
questionnaire and sent it out to all teachers concerned in order to 
stimulate discussion and to help organize the various views of the 
teachers regarding curriculum changes, These he compiled and pre- 


sented his findings to the Minister. Shortly thereafter, the Depart- 


ment of Education released a prepared revision of the curriculum for 


a a V. Judges (ed.), Pioneers of English Education (London 
Faber and Faber Ltd., 1952), p. 61. 


31, TL A, Magazine, Vol, II (October, 1921), p. 7. 
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121 
elementary schools for consideration by the teachers. 22 Barnett 
encouraged teachers to meet and discuss the report and asked them to 
send him their reactions so he could act as a co-ordinator and compile 
a composite report. His plea was based, as usual, on professionalism: 

The primary obligation which rests upon the teaching profession is 
to take an interest in matters which ultimately concern the "spade 
work"' of the school and the interests of the pupils. This may 
involve, at times, the making of some sacrifice to meet and ex- 
change views on educational questions, and also the taking advan- 
tage, whenever possible, of evens) facility for speaking as a pro- 
fessional group on such matters, 
It is not an exaggeration to say that, at least in part as a result 
of Barnett's efforts, Alberta has been a leader in this area of curricu- 
lum development. Even as late as 1962, when Paton delivered the 


Quance Lectures, only Alberta and Saskatchewan Teachers! Organiza- 


tions had the right to name representatives to provincial curriculum 


committees, 35 


On Teacher Training 


John Barnett believed that the quality of education was depen- 
dent upon the standard of teachers! qualifications and he pressed con- 


tinuously to raise the standard of the teaching force, From the 


33Ibid., Vol, II (March, 1922), p. 3. 


34nd. 


hfs M,. Paton, The Role of Teachers' Organizations in 
Canadian Society (Quance Lectures, 1962), p. 60. 
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earliest days of the Alliance's history he insisted that permit holders 
be excluded from membership in the Alliance. 36 As early as 1924, 
the Alliance was pressing for a Faculty of Education to be established 
at the University of Alberta for the purpose of training teachers, On 
April 19, 1924, the A.G.M. passed a resolution urging the government 
to establish such a faculty and appointed a committee to carry this 
resolution into effect. Three years later, the general secretary wrote 
to the Minister of Education advocating that a six- year combined arts 
and education program be set up. 37 In 1928 the University Senate 
announced plans ede the training of high school teachers and one year 
later in 1929, the first class was enrolled in the School of Education, 

During the next ten years, the A. T. A. continued to agitate for 
a Faculty of Education. In June, 1938, an A.T.A. Magazine editorial 
by Barnett entitled 'Why No Faculty" stirred up a controversy over the 
matter. 38 Six months later another editorial entitled "A Faculty of 
Education Needed, "' criticized the School of Education arrangement as 


being inadequate. 39 Finally in 1939, 'the school was given the status 


36a. T,A, Magazine, Vol. I (September - October, 1920), p. 15 


Speen Teachers! Alliance, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, December 27, 1927. 


8 
: A.T,A. Magazine, Vol. XVIII (June, 1938), p. 2. 


it pe Vol. XIX (January, 1939), p. 2. 
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of College of Education, "49 


In 1941 Barnett was appointed to a University Survey Commit - 
tee set up by the Provincial Government 'to examine the operation of 
the University as a whole. n4l HC, Newland, with whom Barnett had 
been involved in many educational endeavors, was also named as a 
member. The committee met many times during the summer and 
fall of that year and one of its recommendations was 'that the College 
of Education be given the status of a faculty. "44 This recommenda- 
tion was put into practice in 1942 but it was not until 1945 that all 
teacher education became the responsibility of the University. hd 

That Barnett favored university training for teachers is 
attested to by the fact that a Faculty of Education was one of the aims 
of the Alliance listed in his Magna Carta. Indeed, one of his reasons 
for coming to Canada was so his own children could get a university 


education, 44 Moreover, he made much of the fact that teachers should 


405ohn Macdonald, A History of the University of Alberta 
1908 - 1958 (Toronto: W.J. Gage Ltd., 1958), p. 37. 


ipids-tpg 4s: 


42tHid, 


Bo ee arie Mann, "Alberta Normal Schools: A Descriptive 
Study of their Development, 1905-1945,'' Unpublished Master's 
thesis, University of Alberta, 1961, p. 282. 

44 : oe 
Mrs. Barnett, personal interview, November 4, 1968. 
All four of the Barnett children earned degrees at the University of 
Alberta. The three daughters became teachers and the son was a 
medical doctor. 
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be educated like other professional groups such as lawyers, doctors 
and dentists. Referring to correspondence course supervisors who 
were placed in Alberta schools to alleviate the teacher shortage dur- 
ing World War II, Barnett stated: 

We were flabbergasted to learn that School Boards were now 
employing non-teachers, pupils just graduated from Grade XI or 
Grade XII, to 'supervise' pupils in teacherless schools working 
on correspondence courses of the Department of Education... . 
We wonder just what would happen in regard to Medicine, Dentis- 
try, Law etc., if because of the shortage of licensed persons, 
those unlicensed and unqualified were permitted to practise, 

However, in his later years, he seems to have done some 

hedging in regard to this question. A statement from Powell's memoir 
sheds some light on the subject: 

John never held an academic degree, and was not unconscious 
of the fact. In the long negotiations which eventually moved all 
teacher education out of the Normal Schools into the University, 
John was not obstructive but was if anything lukewarm. 


In 1942 he was appointed to the Senate of the University of Alberta 


even though he did not have a university degree. 


On Libraries and Research 

Having taught in a rural school himself, Barnett was ina 
position to know that what many rural teachers needed was better lib- 
raries. He therefore persuaded the Alliance to set up a mailing library 


45a TA, Magazine, Vol, XXV (October - November, 1944), 


Bade!) op. cits, p. 3. 
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from which teachers could be sent books for a few weeks at a time. 
Barnett referred to this as the A, T. A. Book Service. *! It was also 
possible for teachers to borrow maps, charts, pamphlets and other 
teacher aids. Much of this material was, no doubt, a carryover 
from the Bureau of Education and Barnett felt constrained to make 
some use of it. 

However, it was not until 1938 that a regular, professional 
library was begun as the result of a motion by the general secretary 
at the April Executive Council meeting in that year. The motion stated 
that the sum of $1000 be placed in each of four trust accounts for 
scholarships, libraries, research and a reserve fund. 48 Thus, 'the 
establishment of research and circulating libraries for the use, 
assistance and advancement of members of the Association''*? took 
place. 

The $1000 earmarked for research was used to finance a 
monograph on Alberta vocations entitled Choosing Your Life Work, 
by F.T. Tyler and a study of the early history of Alberta education by 


Isidore Goresky. 20 Referring to the Tyler monograph, Lazerte 


47K, TOA.-Magazine, Vol. XI“(February, 1931), p. 23. 
pAlbecta Teachers! Association, Unpublished minutes of the 
Executive Council, April 3, 1938. 
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States that "Mr, Barnett convinced the Executive of the desirability 


of giving this grant. roe 


Summary 

Barnett's wholehearted dedication and sincere commitment 
to education engulfed his entire outlook, Thus, he was mainly inter- 
ested in those things which would further the advancement of the 
Alliance, promote the welfare of teachers and improve the education 
of children. He believed that the progress of any country was depen- 
dent upon the well-being of its future citizens, the children. When he 
returned to England for a visit in 1936, he was greatly pleased to see 
the improvement in the health of the young people and commented on 
their rosy cheecks which he attributed to the milk and medicine being 
supplied by the Labor government, as 

John Barnett believed that Federal aid for public education was 
inevitable and that it would be accomplished during his lifetime. While 
general Federal aid to elementary and secondary education is not yet 
a reality, the substantial Federal involvement in vocational and post- 
secondary education vindicates his views to a large extent, His 


declaration that The British North America Act was not sacred and 


Sly, E, Lazerte, 'Development of A. T,A.'' (Unpublished 
memoir, 1967), p. 5. 
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Mrs. Barnett, loc. cit, 


esw molisaubs sifdve tot bis letshet jae ki wd Hears aio 


i, = ee tie = 0 ais 
yp. ° M 
‘s “a ~ &% 
¥ a € 
a se ‘ jee aed a 
Peschis 75 NN eet ae 
: th, ate wa 


ost By a ee rr “a eet 4 — 
ifrdsxieeb edt to evitesana adt beonivna’ weal ao 


: eee Sas aoe tere) 
isomticmyoo-s:ecnte Sos iediiele & esate ee a sensei 
* - ee > ear eee q 
~rstai vintea-eaw ed. anil. sloolteo srihia & isd bontuaae aottnoub: , > 
: . ae ; 3 i. ; Sees ts 
tio tmemeccsvbs eit todian Bino¥e dais apaict esodt ti be te 
: e : =, “< — = p> Palit s 


om: 


noite r 9 sift sverqr bre a6 dasai ‘to ovatlaw ‘gat stomotg 


< - 4 a 4 sl nn He & 


“teuo> yas to ears ody sail fas oH - agtble do kt 
- ‘ as ¥ r oe “se aay . 


asdW .asrbflide of? \eaeRifio 6: aiioi i eat to 19 pitied low 8h: aogy im 


A. 
wv 
z 
bs 


-~ 


| beesele viisety esw-sH OSCE mr thetv 8 x0} bavtgnt ot bowrs st 
/ oY" 5a 


. ' 
no betnertmon bos siqoaq gavoy ect to ve diten at ai insmever rq t 


- 


Sits rid Oi Di aii Sie 116 sheer viovado yas oe 


5 
‘a bo) 


= a re 2 


a — ae ‘4 = 


listil ef goityb bedesiqnuio oon se biwow 4, tel? bas ©: te 


, : : ae ae es 7 Spat ae hi es ae 
fey jon_er noitsonbs ya sbn0293° ‘bas rahnomae 


* 


jeoq bos I[snoitsocy mi: inemseviovat tera 
si .jIneixe 97 tal a ot awe oly eid sovesibn 


baa -best9se tom eaw aA solasrnn staal vine 
~ 2s eee He 


Sa PN meses 


3 a : ee 


7 
pe ee Os Seah 
Ss er: ; 4% i x 


127 
could be changed was a concept which indicated that his thinking was 
ahead of his times. This view is now commonly accepted even though 
it has not been implemented. 

Convinced that higher standards of teacher qualifications 
would contribute to the shaping of a sense of professional responsi- 
bility, Barnett strove constantly to improve teacher training faci- 
lities in Alberta. At the same time, he admonished teachers to be 


conscious of dignity and power in their positions and to act accord- 


ingly. 
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CHAPTER VII 


CONCLUSION 


Any assessment of the contributions of John Walker Barnett 
to education in Alberta can not be divorced from his work as general 
secretary of The Alberta Teachers' Association. When Barnett 
immigrated to Canada in 1911, he brought with him a working know- 
ledge of the National Union of Teachers of England and Wales, the 
professional organization which he had belonged to while teaching at 
Surbiton in England. This organization was an important influence in 
the establishment and development of the teachers! association in 
Alberta. Barnett was appalled at the lack of organization of the 
Alberta teachers and the deplorable conditions under which they were 
attempting to carry on. His efforts to attain compulsory membership, 
security of tenure, abolition of the individual form of contract, the 
right to bargain collectively and all other aims which he felt to be in 
keeping with the A. T.A.'s motto Magistri Neque Servi are neces- 
sarily the result of his desire to improve the working conditions for 
teachers and thus ultimately upgrade the quality of education in 
Alberta. 

Just how instrumental was John Barnett in bringing about 


changes in the educational system of Alberta? What trend might the 
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development of the Alberta Teachers! Alliance have taken had some 
other man such as Misener or Newland been chosen to be the first 
general secretary of the Alliance? Major events which took place dur- 
ing Barnett's term of office and influenced the A. T. A. and education 
generally, might have had the same effect regardless of who was 
general secretary. The election of the Social Credit Government in 
1935 is probably the most noteworthy of these events. However, 
improving conditions for rural teachers in Alberta, a province still 
in its pioneer stage of development, presented a personal challenge 
to Barnett and it is probably true to say that membership in the 
Alliance would not have increased under another secretary to the 
extent it did under Barnett. Few men would have been willing to make 
the personal sacrifices in time and energy and to campaign as stren- 
uously for members as did John Barnett. Intravelling more thana 
million miles throughout the length and breadth of rural Alberta, 
Barnett was motivated by his desire for progress, by his insistence 
that justice be done and by his consideration and sympathy for his 
fellow teachers, The success of Barnett's educational endeavors 
can thus be attributed to the fact that he built up a strong and viable 
organization with a loyal membership which served as a wedge to 
further his aims for education. He used the power of the Association 
to bring about changes in The School Act, to secure teacher repre- 


sentation on curriculum committees and to control unreasonable 
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school boards, 

Barnett helped to build an organization which gained the res- 
pect and admiration of other teachers' associations across Canada 
and his work in the A, T. A. won national recognition when he was 
elected president of The Canadian Teachers' Federation in 1931. His 
foresight, ambition, courage and dedication to the cause of improving 
education were manifest in the part he played in the early development 
of the national organization. Barnett believed that the strength of any 
organization was based largely on the energy, enthusiasm and com- 
mitment of its officers and therefore he never spared himself in the 
prosecution of his official duties. 

In spite of this, Barnett made mistakes, He had his faults and 
foibles — no human being is without them. His greatest failing was 
his uncanny knack of arousing opposition in people. His critics and 
opponents never failed to say that he antagonized people and thus made 
his work more difficult than it would otherwise have been. On the 
other hand, his admirers point out that Barnett had the ability to turn 
his erstwhile enemies into friends. 

Although we are still not far enough removed from the achieve- 
ments of the first general secretary of the A. T.A. to see them in 
their proper perspective, no doubt as time passes, they will be 
accorded the merit they deserve. Barnett's singleness of purpose, 


his clarity of vision, his tenacious courage, his sound judgment and 
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his great sense of humor were the qualities of character that enabled 
him to accomplish so much, He played a large part in the establish- 
ment of a teachers! organization which has been a major component 
in the Alberta educational system for the past 50 years and he will, no 


doubt, be remembered as long as the Association lasts. 
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APPENDIX A 


A CHRONOLOGY OF IMPORTANT DATES 
IN THE. LIFE OF J.W. BARNETT 


1880 - August 28. J.W. Barnett was born at Grantham, Lincoln- 
shire, England. 


1886-1896 - Attended school - Grantham Wesleyan. 
1896-1900 - Pupil teacher, Wesleyan School. 


1900-1902 - Normal Training - Westminster Wesleyan Training 
College — two years. 


1902 - Taught school at New Brompton — one year. 


1903 - Taught at Queen's Road Council School, Wimbledon — 
one year, 


1904 - Army Schoolmaster, Aldershot — one and a half years. 
1905-1911 - Taught at Surbiton — six years. 

1906 - Married Charlotte Neuss. 

1908 - A son Bernard was born, 

1910 - A daughter Ethel was born. 

1911- May. Immigrated to Canada. 


- June to December. Taught at Park Hill rural school, 
Lougheed, Alberta. 


1912 - January. Became Vice-Principal of Alberta College North. 


1913 - Became Principal of Commercial Department of Strathcona 
High School. 


- A daughter Evelyn was born, 


1916 - A daughter Irene was born. 
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1917 - Alberta Teachers! Alliance was organized, 
- Part time general secretary of A. T.A. 
1918 - June24, Official birthday of the A. T.A. 


1919 - Appointed secretary of Western Canadian Teachers! Federa- 
tion. 


1920 - Became full time general secretary of A. T.A. 

1921 - Edmonton High School Teachers' strike. 

1924 - Became member of C. T, F. Constitution and Policy Committee, 
1925 - June 1. Became Editor-in-Chief of A. T, A. Magazine, 


1927 - Attended World Federation of Educational Associations in 
Toronto, 


1930 - Became president of Canadian Teachers! Federation, 
1934 - Appointed by C. T. F. to set up Bureau of Research, 
1935 - Passing of The Teaching Profession Act. 

1936 - Election of Social Credit government. 


Amendments to T.P.A. 


Returned to England as delegate to World Federation of 
Teachers! Convention at Cheltenham. 


1942 - Vegreville teachers! strike November 10 to January 4 
— 33 days. 


1946 


Retired as general secretary of A. T.A., 


1947 - June 29, Barnett died. 
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APPENDIX B 


Wesleyan Day School 
Grantham 
Jan. Ist, 1900 


John W, Barnett has served his apprenticeship under me 
in the above school and I have pleasure in bearing testimony to his 
good character both as a man and a teacher, 


He is very intelligent, well read and employs good methods 
in his work and shows considerable anxiety for the progress of his 
scholars especially the backward ones, 


He has taught successfully Tonic Sol-fa, Shorthand and 
Drawing up to the Sixth Standard, 


I have entire confidence in recommending him as an assistant 
under Article 50 as I feel sure he will discharge his duties zealously 
and faithfully and I have good reason to believe that he will be found 
to have passed with credit the recent Queen's Scholarship Examina- 
tion. 


Geo. Pembleton, 
Head Master 


Lorne Villa, 
58 Nelson Road, 
New Brompton, 
Jan. 14, 04, 


Mr. J. W. Barnett has been an Assistant Master in the 
Higher Grade Wesleyan Schools here since July 02, and during the 
whole of this period he has given entire satisfaction both to the 
Managers and the Head Master, He is a bright and energetic teacher 
and good disciplinarian, obtaining good results with his classes. 


T.R,. Richards 
Correspondent 
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Wesleyan School 
Horncastle 
Feb. 14, 1902 


I am pleased to testify to the ability and character of Mr. John 
W. Barnett who was assistant in this school before his entrance to 
Westminster Training College, 


Mr. Barnett worked hard and successfully, his class (Standard 
III) obtaining very good results at each periodical examination, and 
the order and discipline of the class were satisfactory. During the 
time Mr. Barnett was in this school, he made very considerable 
advance as a disciplinarian and before leaving was able to instruct and 
manage his class entirely without aid. 


He was very helpful in the teaching of swimming and took a 
fair interest in the Boys' Cricket Club. He taught music very satis- 
factorily. 


Iam 

Yours faithfully 
Robert I. Ogden 
Principal Teacher 


Wesleyan Higher Grade 
School 
New Brompton/15/12/03 


Mr. J. W. Barnett has been an Assistant in this Boys School 
(750 boys) since July 14/02. I can speak in the highest terms of his 
ability as a teacher and disciplinarian, and of the earnestness and 
loyalty with which he has discharged all of his duties. He has 
rendered noblest service also in the Night School.and made himself 
very popular with the boys by the great interest he has taken in their 
sports, 


I recommend him with every confidence as a valuable addition 
to the school staff, Education Authority. 


H.R. Redman 
Headmaster 


Dec. 15/03 
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APPENDIX C* 


Edmonton, January 15th, 1921, 
Dear Sir:- 


Many inquiries are being made as to whether or not school 
boards have the right to pay, out of funds of the district, the expen- 
ses of delegates to the Trustees! Convention, I may say that this 
procedure has never been questioned and that school boards have the 
right to use district funds for that purpose as being in the interests 
of the ratepayers, 


I beg to remain, 

Your obedient servant, 
veils KROSS, 

Deputy Minister, 


Edmonton, January 15th, 1921, 
Dear Sir:- 


I wish to draw your attention to the Convention of School 
Trustees from all over the province, which is being held in the city 
of Calgary on the 2nd and 3rd days of February. 


These are very difficult times for the carrying on of educa- 
tional work and I want to impress on your board the fact that the 
Department of Education at the present time needs the advice and co- 
operation of the school boards of the province, in order that we may 
arrive at the best policies in connection with our schools, There 
are matters with regard to which I! think school boards should be 
specially consulted at the present time, One of these is in connec- 
tion with the teacher's \contract form, As the school boards are one 
party to the contract, their views and wishes should be made known, 
Another matter I wish to discuss is the question of Government 
grants to school districts and there might also be much benefit from 
a change of ideas on questions such as consolidation, two-room 
schools, teachers' residences, and general matters of taxation for 
school purposes and forms of school government, 
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I do not believe that any schoo! board can afford to be without 
representation at this convention and I urge upon you, as strongly as 
Iam able, the desirability of your board sending at least one delegate 


LOsIE. 
I remain, Faithfully yours, 


Geo. P. Smith, 
Minister of Education, 


* These letters are from the A. T,A. Magazine, Vol. I (February, 
M921) po 
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